
The Joe Hughes 
Professional Develop-

ment Fellowship is 
Endowed

 The Joe Hughes Profession-
al Development Fellowship was 
established to honor Joe Hughes’s 
influence on Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension, Oklahoma youth live-
stock programs and Oklahoma 4-H. 
He began his professional career in 
1971 as Oklahoma’s first Extension 
4-H Livestock Specialist.
 Dr. Hughes is a true innova-
tor. For thirty years he served as a 
leader in 4-H youth development 
and education. Through teaching 
the value of carcass merit as well 
as animal performance, he helped 
expand the 4-H meats judging pro-
gram into an extensive 4-H meats 
science education program. In part-
nership with another state specialist, 
he was also instrumental in the de-
velopment of the nationally recog-
nized nose printing technology for 
steer identification. 
 Joe Hughes believed in 
“hands on education.”  He pushed 
for the adoption of “bred and 
owned” heifer, gilt and ewe pro-
grams at the state fairs as well as 
the implementation of educational 
material into the Oklahoma Junior 
Beef Show. He was a leader in the 

development of Oklahoma State 
University-Stillwater Animal Sci-
ence Field Day, the Animal Science 
Youth Workshop, the Tulsa State 
Fair Youth Livestock Achievement 
Awards, and the “Super Showman” 
awarded at both the Youth Expo and 
the Tulsa State Fair.
 “4-H today maybe more 
important now than ever before in 
the development of youth,” said 
Hughes. “Through livestock proj-
ects, youth learn life skills such as 
self-disciple, time management, re-
sponsibility and technical skills.”
 To promote an environment 
of teamwork, he emphasized hones-
ty and integrity among professional 
staff, volunteers and youth. His per-
sonality, character and passion for 

Oklahoma youth development pro-
grams serve as a model for all gen-
erations.  Few Extension educators 
will ever impact the development 
of Oklahoma’s 4-H youth as Dr. Joe 
Hughes.
 He attributes much of his 
success to the team of animal science 
faculty and staff, area livestock spe-
cialists, extension educators, volun-
teer leaders, 4-H team leaders, live-
stock producers, breed and industry 
organizations and OSU students. He 
is quick to give credit to the person-
nel who assisted and supported him 
during his career. “People believe in 
the program,” said Hughes. “I had 
the opportunity to be part of a tre-
mendous team.” 
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Dr. Joe Hughes is honored for his service to Oklahoma Cooperative Extension, 
Oklahoma 4-H and Oklahoma State Univeristy-Stillwater. Photo courtesy of OSU Animal Science
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educating the general public about 
today’s 4-H. The good news is that 
83% of those surveyed indicated that 
they were aware of 4-H. Additional-
ly, 75 % had a favorable opinion of 
4-H and eight percent said they had 
‘heard of 4-H but had no opinion of 
it.’ According to the survey, several 
other national youth organizations 
had higher name recognition, but 
4-H had the lowest percent of nega-
tive responses with only .005 of the 
respondents saying ‘they viewed   
4-H unfavorably.’
 The most exciting news is 
the amazing opportunities for Okla-
homa 4-H as we welcome our cen-
tennial celebration in 2009. Those 
surveyed responded that “upon 
hearing that ‘4-H is a youth devel-
opment organization that teaches 
young people across America the 
value of leadership, citizenship and 
life skills’ and ‘4-H has chapters in 
all 50 states and is represented in 
urban, suburban, or rural communi-
ties,’ an eye-popping 94% reported 
it was ‘important for 4-H to contin-
ue educating young people.”   
 We should not become com-
placent about these findings. Four 
other national youth programs, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, YMCA and 
Boys and Girls Clubs, had higher 
name recognition than 4-H. 97% 
of the respondents recognized both 
Scout programs. When participants, 
who indicated a ‘favorable opinion 
of 4-H’ were broken down by age, 
the lowest rating came from the 
youngest group.  Among 18 – 34 
year olds, only 59% had a favorable 
opinion of 4-H. Although of their 
parents and grandparents belonged, 
many young people today are not 
familiar with 4-H. 

Continued on page 7

Quick Notes Quick Notes Quick Notes

 Everyone knows that the 
primary reason for the Oklahoma 4-
H Foundation is to raise money in 
support of the 4-H program. To do 
this effectively, we must work to in-
crease the visibility and the general 
public’s understanding of today’s 
4-H Youth Development Program. 
It would be wonderful if the public 
had a more accurate understanding 
of all the great things 4-H is doing.
 Good fund development 
work comes from linking the values 
and goals of the 4-H program with 
the needs and desires of the commu-
nity and the donor. As Foundation 
members, it is our responsibility 
to increase the public’s awareness 
of 4-H and the impact that 4-H can 
have in developing the youth of our 
communities. We recently received 
a memo from our friends at the Na-
tional 4-H Council, outlining the 
results of a “national brand aware-
ness survey” that was conducted 
in August of this year. I would like 
to share some of the findings with 
you.
 The survey results include 
some exciting news for 4-H, but 
shows that in recent years very little 
progress has been made towards 

Dr. Jim Rutledge 
Executive Director 4-H Foundation

Andrea Volturo
4-H Foundation President

 On behalf of the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation, I send greetings to 
you – all of our wonderful support-
ers and gracious donors.  
 About this time every year 
I find myself thinking, having little 
“twinges” of memories that keep 
popping into my head.   It was 1975, 
and I was a young, wet behind the 
ears, 15 year old and in my 6th year 
of 4-H in Logan County.  I had just 
found out that I was going to Na-
tional 4-H Congress as a national 
4-H project winner.  It wasn’t just 
the trip itself that made the event so 
memorable.  It was the years of hard 
work and determination to get there 
that made the trip so sweet. It was 
the lessons learned for later life, that 
still make that trip a “magical” larg-
er than life moment. As we all know, 
this story is worth sharing and it is 
very hard to contain our enthusiasm 
and fondness for the Oklahoma 4-H 
program.  
 The Oklahoma 4-H Founda-
tion is steeped in many traditions 
and legacies that have been created 
and experienced through the hard-
work of volunteers, leaders, donors 

Continued on page 7



Pond Creek-Hunter 4-H’ers, Meagan Sanders (left), Rachel Hopkins (cen-
ter), Ashley Dillion (right) and future 4-H’er, Mandy Sanders (center), tail-
gating with Chris Clover at 4-H Game Day Photo courtesy of OSU Collegiate 4 H   

Collegiate  
4-H Host 

2nd 
Annual 

Game Day
 On September 3, 2005, Okla-
homa State University Collegiate 4-
H welcomed 564 4-H’ers, parents 
and 4-H Alumni to Stillwater for 
the 2nd Annual 4-H Game Day. 4-H 
youth, parents and volunteers from 
42 counties tailgated before the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys took on 
Montana State’s Bobcats. 
 Collegiate 4-H hosted the 
tailgate party, which included hot 
dogs, drinks and cookies. 4-H en-
thusiasts from across Oklahoma 
made new friends, met Chris Clover 

and took home a 4-H game day t-
shirt. After a short walk to Boone 
Pickens’s Stadium, they watched 
the OSU Cowboys first victory un-
der new head coach Mike Gundy. 
 “4-H Game day is a wonder-
ful opportunity for our 4-H leader-
ship team, Collegiate 4-H, State 
Officers and Ambassadors to bring 

families and alumni to campus for 
a day of fun and fellowship,” said 
Dr. Charles Cox, State 4-H Program 
Leader. “Too often 4-H events are 
focused on competition between 
members. 4-H Game Day is one 
thing that we do that encourages 
families and clubs to get together 
and just have fun.”

Do you know who is interest-
ed in learning about 4-H ?

Demographic groups who 
expressed a high level of 
interest in learning more 
about 4-H
 Blacks
 Hispanics
 35-44 year olds
 Household Income  
  <$30K  
 Parents
 Those involved with  
  4-H as  children

Demographic groups who 
expressed a medium level 
of interest in learning more 
about 4-H
 18-34 year olds
 Household income  
  $30K-$69K

Demographic groups who 
expressed a Low level of 
interest in learning more 
about 4-H
 Seniors
 Whites
 Non-parents

4-H Fact
Interest level of respon-
dents when asked if they 
were interested in learn-
ing more about 4-H

High Interest 
27%

Refused to 
Answer  3%

Low 
Interest 

51%

Medium 
Interest 

19%



Pottawatomie 
Youth Dance 

their Way 
Across the 
Midwest 

 Eight Pottawatomie County 
4-H’ers competed at the “First in 
Flight” Ohio Feile, an Irish dance 
competition held in Dayton, Ohio 
on August 12 & 13, 2005. These 
Homegrown 4-H Club members re-
turned to Oklahoma as a Champion 
Irish Stepping Dance team. Team 
members include Daniel Roberts, 
age 16, Joanna Roberts, age 13, 
Timothy Roberts, age 18, Kendra 
Rodgers, age 15, Karen Roberts, 
age 21, and Alana States, age 14. 
Other participants are Kirsten and 
Kadie Rodgers. 
 These 4-H’ers placed first 
in the 6-hand reel against five oth-
er teams from all over the United 
States. This win qualified the team 
to compete in Ireland at the World 
Championships. The team came 
home with several trophies and 
many dancers placed individually 
in several dances. 
 Dancers compete individu-
ally as well as in Ceilis, tradition-
al group dances. Ceilis are pattern 
dances and may be done in lines, 
squares and circles and can be 
progressive, meaning that couples 
change partners regularly during the 
dance. 
  “Our strength was in the 
team effort,” said Diana Rodgers, 
4-H Volunteer and Project Leader. 
“There is more to competition than 
trophies and medals; it’s a time for 

teamwork and supporting one an-
other.”
 These 4-H’ers are so serious 
about their craft that when they re-
turned from Ohio they converted a 
barn loft into a dance studio. At the 
competition, 4-H’ers watched ex-
perienced dancers of all ages. They 
learned to recognize differences in 
style, technique and the importance 
of technical skill. 
 “Now that I know what to 
expect I want to go to another Feilie, 
just to see if I can improve my indi-
vidual dances,” said 
4-H Irish Stepping 
dancer, Daniel Rob-
erts. 
            These tal-
ented 4-H’ers have 
been very busy. Be-
sides preforming at 
Pottawatomie Coun-
ty and the District 
Share the Fun Con-
tests, they performed 
for the National As-
sociation of Exten-
sion 4-H Agents 
meeting last No-
vember at the Cox 
Convention Center 
in Oklahoma City. 

 They have also volunteered 
their performance at numerous nurs-
ing homes, assisted living facilities 
and preformed at the Choctaw Land 
Run Celebration, Norman Medieval 
Fair, Shawnee Christmas Parade 
and Tecumseh Library Dr. Seuss 
Celebration. 
 If you would like to see 
them perform they will be at the 
St. Benedict’s Festival in Shawnee, 
October 1st and Tecumseh City Hall 
on October 21st. 

 JoAnna Roberts and Kadie Rodgers preforming a duet at the 2005 
Choctaw Land Run Celebration  Photo courtesy of 4-H Volunteer Mary Roberts

When compared to other premiere youth organi-
zations, 4-H ranked 5th as the “Most Respected” 
behind Boys Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of 
America, YMCA, and Boys & Girls Club. 

Girls 
Scouts  
13%

Junior 
Achievement 

4%4-H 11%

Boys 
and Girls 

Club 
12%

YMCA 
17%

Boy 
Scouts  
29%



 These six new Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation board members 
will join the governing body to set 
policies and priorities for the 4-H 
Foundation.  Each new member will 
serve on one of the standing com-
mittees, help plan events for current 
and prospective donors and provide 
guidance in their personal area of 
expertise. 
 Mr. Bob Burke, 
honored in 1977 as out-
standing Oklahoma 4-H 
Alumni, spent his forma-
tive years in Broken Bow, 
OK, as a member of Mc-
Curtain County 4-H. He 
participated in wildlife con-
servations projects, record 
books, speech contests and 
won the state speech con-
test. Mr. Burke now lives 
in Oklahoma City where 
he practices law and has 
written over 59 historical 
books. Burke serves on 
the board of the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence, 
Jim Thorpe Association, 
Oklahoma Heritage As-
sociation, Oklahoma Arts 
Council, Red Earth, Wiley 
Post Commission, and on 
the executive committee of 
the President’s Council of 
Oklahoma City University.
  “I was a shy kid that came 
out of my shell in 4-H Speech 
Contest. 4-H gave me an incred-
ible boost in self-confidence,” said 
Burke. “I want to serve the Founda-

tion to make certain that 4-H pro-
grams are strong for the present and 
future generations.”
 Representative Joe Dorman 
of Rush Springs, OK, was honored 
as 2003 Grady County 4-H Alumni 
of the Year. He is a past winner of 
the National Entomology Award, is 
a member of the Circle of Champi-
ons and continues to be a volunteer 

leader. He is currently serving the 
65 District in the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives and is active in 
Rush Springs Lion Club, Apache 
Rattlesnake Association, Wild Tur-

Oklahoma 4-H Foundation
 Appoints New Board Members

 The Oklahoma 4-H Founda-
tion would like to introduce six new 
board members, who were recently 
appointed to three year terms

Bob Burke
Rep. Joe Dorman

Kent Gardner
Kim Sims Kohler 

Rick Maloney
Derek Smithee 

key Federation, American Institute 
of Parliamentarians, Capitol City 
Society, and is Director of Alumni 
Relations Oklahoma Intercollegiate 
Legislature.
  “4-H is an opportunity that 
should be experienced by all young 
people who want to broaden their 
horizons, gain valuable experience 
and make some of the best friends of 

their lives,” said Dorman. 
“I would not be where I 
am today without 4-H in 
my life.”
 Mr. Kent Gardner 
is a Woodward County 
alumni, past Hall of Fame 
winner and is the young-
est of five children that all 
served as State 4-H offi-
cers. Currently he resides 
in Oklahoma City where 
he practices law with the 
firm Hartzog, Conger, 
Carson and Neville. He 
is active on the Oklaho-
ma City Estate Planning 
Council and a member of 
both the Oklahoma and 
the National Bar Associa-
tions. 
 “I feel very privi-
leged to have the op-
portunity to serve as a 
member of the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation.” Gard-

ner said. “Having been a recipient 
of the generosity of 4-H support-
ers during my 4-H days, I now look 
forward to helping secure that same 
support for today’s 4-H’ers.” 

Continued on page 6 

Don’t miss out on all the fun! The 7th Annual Clover Classic Golf Tournament October 10th!



Oklahoma 4-H Foundation Ap-
points New Board Members 

Continued from page 1
 Mrs. Kim Sims Kohler of 
Alex, OK, currently works for the 
Oklahoma Independent Petroleum 
Association.  She is actively in-
volved with Oklahoma Cattlemen 
Association, Oklahoma Farm Bu-
reau, State 4-H Volunteer Board and 
her local church. She and her hus-
band Heath, reside on their family 
farm where they produce cattle and 
operate a fence business. She is a 
Grady County 4-H Alumni member, 
4-H Circle of Champions contribu-
tor and was a member of key club, a 
member of her county Hall of Fame 
and a state public speaking award 
winner. 
 “I am excited to have the 
opportunity to give back to an orga-
nization that gave so much to me,” 
Kohler said. “4-H shapes 
youth in a positive direction 
and I am pleased to be as-
sisting in the development 
of future leaders by serving 
on this board.”  
 Mr. Rick Maloney 
and his wife Linda reside 
in Minco, OK.  Rick is a 
member of the Sirloin Club 
of Oklahoma, Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau and the Okla-
homa Farmers Union. Rick 
is the Director of Market 
Development Services for 
the Oklahoma Department 
of Agriculture and is a Ste-
phens County 4-H Alumni.
  “I am a strong be-
liever in the mission and 
the significance of 4-H and 
its programs. It is an honor 
to be asked to serve on the 

Foundation,” said Maloney.
 Mr. Derek Smithee, Okla-
homa County Alumni, and his wife 
Lauri live in Edmond, OK and were 
honored as 4-H Alumni of the Year 
in 2001. Smithee works with Okla-
homa Water Resource Board and is 
active in National Water Managers 
Association, North American Lake 
Management Society and the Okla-
homa Aquarium.  While in      4-H, 
he served as local, county and state 
officer and was a national winner in 
conservation. 
 Smithee looks forward to 
serving on the Foundation board 
because, as he says “no single pro-
gram did more to help me become a 
giving adult.” 
 The Oklahoma 4-H Founda-
tion would like to welcome these 
new board members and thank them 
for their service.

4-H Facts
The opportunity for 4-H to integrate into the 
American culture rests on improving the publics 
awareness of 4-H. When compared to other pre-
miere youth organizations, 4-H has great poten-
tial for continued growth. 

Percent of respondents who reported they ‘had 
never heard of’ the youth organization.

Joe Huges Professional Develop-
ment Fellowship is Endowed

Continued from page 1
 In 2001, the professional de-
velopment fellowship was created 
with the purpose of developing in-
dividuals who embody the profes-
sional spirit of Joe Hughes. The Joe 
Hughes Professional Development 
Fellowship provides opportunities 
for Extension educators to study 
youth development programs in 
other states and encourages Exten-
sion educators to seek innovative 
ways to carry on Joe’s tradition of 
developing youth through animal 
science programs. 
 “This is a win-win situa-
tion,” said Hughes. “The endow-
ment of the Professional Develop-
ment Fund will ensure educators 
future educational opportunities for 
career development to expand 4-H 

Youth programs that benefit 
Oklahoma youth.” 
 Friends and colleagues of 
Joe Hughes have contributed 
over $14,000 to create a per-
manent endowment to support 
the fellowship as a special 
fund of the Oklahoma 4-H 
Foundation. According to Jim 
Rutledge, Executive Director, 
“The Joe Hughes Professional 
Development Fellowship will 
ensure that a competitive pro-
fessional development grant 
will be awarded to a deserving 
Oklahoma Extension educator 
each year.”
 “I was honored that agents 
saw me in this light,” said 
Hughes. “I am pleased that 
many of the individuals and 
organizations who supported 
and assisted me in my profes-
sional career have made an in-
vestment in the future of 4-H 
and youth development.”

Girls 
Scouts 

of 
America 

Boy 
Scouts 

of 
America 

 YMCA  
 Boys 
and 

Girls 
Club  

 4-H 
How are you planning 
to Welcome Oklahoma 
4-H’s 100th Birthday? 



All data courtesy of the polling company™, 
inc. for the National 4 H Council Analysis 
of Findings from the Survey of 1,002 Adults 

Nation wide August 2005

Quick notes from Executive 
Director, Jim Rutledge

Continued from page 2
The demographic groups showing 
the most support for 4-H include 
adults over the age of 45, white, 
married, residing in rural areas, and 
those familiar with or involved with 
4-H when they were young. This 
combined with the lack of interest 
by the youngest group, shows the 
generation and cultural gaps that    
4-H is facing. 
 If we are going to enter our 
second century in Oklahoma with 
great promise, we are going to have 
to do more to both raise funds to 
support our 4-H program and spread 
the word about program diversity 

Quick notes from President, 
Andrea Volturo 

Continued from page 2
and Extension staff across this state. 
The Oklahoma 4-H Foundation 
needs volunteers who are willing to 
share their time, effort and financial 
resources to further our goal of cre-
ating those “magical” moments for 
the youth of our state.  As we prog-
ress through the next few months 
and into the coming year our new, 
enthusiastic Executive Director of 
the Foundation, Dr. Jim Rutledge 
will be traveling across the state to 
hear your 4-H stories.  We are very 
pleased to have Jim as our new Ex-
ecutive Director.  His years of expe-
rience with 4-H, and his love for the 
Oklahoma 4-H program are proving 
to be very helpful to our cause.  He 
is looking forward to making new 
contacts, as well as reestablishing 
some former ones.  We would like 
to encourage you to volunteer your 
resources to further strengthen the 
4-H program that we have in the 
state of Oklahoma.  
 We also would like to wel-
come our newly elected 4-H Foun-
dation board members.  We are 
pleased that they have decided to 
volunteer their time and energy to 
the program, amidst the busy lives 
that each of them lead in their com-
munities and their work environ-
ments. We appreciate your service!
 Feel free to call our Oklaho-
ma 4-H Foundation office or to con-
tact any of the directors.  We want to 
hear from you and would appreciate 
your help in keeping the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation alive and strong.

offered in 4-H today. The survey 
shows that the public is interested in 
what we are doing and will support 
us in achieving our goals, but we 
must conquer the generation gap, 
educate and engage both rural and 
urban youth, and continue to inte-
grate 4-H into American culture. 
 Through this newsletter, we 
hope to help educate and inform you 
about what 4-H is doing today, and 
encourage you to share the news 
with others. As you read through 
this newsletter, look for more of the 
statistics from this study.  Please let 
us know if you want more informa-
tion about all the exciting oppor-
tunities within the Oklahoma 4-H 
Youth Development Programs.

Did you know........
4-H is a community of young peo-
ple across America who are learning 
leadership, citizenship and life skills? 
Oklahoma 4-H engaged 142,308 
young people in 2004.
Many youth participate in 4-H in more 
than one way:
89,021 participated in 3,057 4-H 
school enrichment programs.
57,899 were members of 1,259 4-H 
special interest groups.
31,671 were members in 995 4-H 
clubs.
13,412 attended 4-H camps.
2,166 entered 12 school-aged child-
care programs.
226 enrolled in 4-H individual study 
programs.
962 enrolled in 4-H instructional tele-
vision.
Did you know......
4-H welcomes all youth. Thirty-one 
percent of 4-H youth are from minor-
ity/racial ethnic groups?
69 percent are Caucasian, not of 
Hispanic origin.
12 percent are African American, not 

of Hispanic origin.
13 percent are American Indian, Alas-
kan.
5 percent are Hispanic.
1 percent are Asian or Pacific Island-
er.
Did you know........
4-H members live throughout Okla-
homa. 4-H programs are conducted 
in all 77 counties? Forty-one percent 
of Oklahoma 4-H members are from 
large inner cities or larger cities and 
their suburbs. Fifty-nine percent are 
from rural areas and towns with popu-
lations of 10,000 or less.
30 percent or 41,582 live in towns un-
der 10,000 and open country.
23 percent or 32,100 live in central 
cities of more than 50,000.
13 percent or 17,852 live in towns and 
cities of 10,000 to 50,000.
31 percent or 42,858 live on farms.
6 percent or 7,915 live in suburbs of 
cities of more than 50,000
Statistical data from “Annual Oklahoma 4-H 
Youth Development Enrollment Report: 2004 
Fiscal Year” published by Oklahoma 4-H 
Headquarters,CSREES, USDA.

How well do you  know Oklahoma 4-H?



For more information about supporting the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation 
please contact:

Jim Rutledge, Executive Director
Oklahoma 4-H Foundation
Oklahoma State University

205 4-H Youth Development
Stillwater, OK 74078-6063
jim.rutledge@okstate.edu

405.744.5390
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 The seventh annual Clover 
Classic golf tournament will be 
held on October 10, 2005.  The golf 
tournament will begin at 9 a.m. at 
the Oak Tree Golf Club in Edmond, 
OK, with a shotgun start.  The prac-
tice range, breakfast refreshments 
and registration will be available 
at 8:00 a.m. Mulligans can be pur-
chased at registration.
 The round of golf will be 
followed by an awards presentation, 
silent auction and lunch provided by 
the Oklahoma Pork Council at 1:00 
p.m. Door prizes such including gift 
certificates, golf merchandise, and 
green fees from courses throughout 
the state, will be awarded during the 
day.
 Golfers will have the oppor-
tunity to meet with the tournament’s 
celebrity golfer, Ed Murray from 

7th Annual Clover Classic Golf Tournament
Oklahoma City’s Channel 9.  
 Roy Lee Lindsey, Golf 
Classic Chairman says, “This is a 
wonderful opportunity to play a 
challenging round of golf that will 
benefit the Oklahoma 4-H Youth 
Development program. Don’t miss 
out on all the fun.”
 For more information con-
tact the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation 
at 405.744.5390 or email Execu-
tive Director, Jim Rutledge at jim.
rutledge@okstate.edu. 

 October is National
 4-H Month. 

What are you doing to 
celebrate?


