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Message from the President

Message from the Interim Assistant Director

        As we take a look back at the past 
year in 4-H there are many things that 
can bring us all a great deal of pride.  For 
example our traditional 4-H club enroll-

ment was just short of reaching 36,000 
members.  This is the largest number of 
members in community 4-H clubs in the 
past five years.  In 2005, we also set a 
new five year record with 4,000 adult 
and youth volunteers contributing their 
time and leadership to the program.
        One of the most significant increases 
in 2005 was a 30% increase in the num-
ber of youth participating in short term 
and special interest programs.  One of the 
programs that has had a great impact on 
this increase is the 4-H Shooting Sports 
Program.  This program is a wonderful 
example of how the various components 
of 4-H are working together to make a 
great experience for young people.
 In 2005 the 4-H program was also 
able to add more state-level staff due to 
the generous support of the Oklahoma 
legislature.  The Second Century Initia-
tive allowed us to fill some critical po-
sitions.  As we are now in the midst of 
the 2006 session we are hopeful that ad-

ditional funding will allow us to add at 
least one more faculty position and per-
haps one or more professional staff posi-
tions.
        A downside to early 2006 was the re-
tirement of Dr. Lynda Harriman.  Lynda 
is a tremendous supporter of 4-H and her 
leadership will be missed. However, with 
her departure has come a commitment 
by the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service administration to create separate 
Assistant Director positions in 4-H and 
Family Consumer Sciences.  For the past 
seven years Dr. Harriman wore both of 
these hats.  
        There are many other significant ac-
complishments that have taken place this 
year, all as a result of our dedicated staff, 
volunteers, and foundations donors from 
across the state.  Thanks for all you do to 
make Oklahoma such a strong program 
for our youth!
Charles Cox 
Interim Assistant Director, OCES 
4-H Youth Development 

Dr. Charles Cox

 
 Greetings from the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation Board.  For the past 
two years as President of the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation, I must say it has been 
an interesting experience.  Our Founda-
tion has experienced many changes, so I 
thought I would do a little reflection over 
the changes and progress that we have 
made.    
 We were sad to lose David Sor-
rell, as our Executive Director, but we 
wished him well as he moved to Marshall 
County as their Extension educator.    Af-

ter months of searching for a new Execu-
tive Director, we were able to welcome 
Dr. Jim Rutledge, as our new  Executive 
Director for the Foundation.  Dr. Rutledge 
is no stranger to the Extension family, 
as he worked in the state 4-H office for 
eleven years before becoming the State 
4-H Program Leader and Department 
Head in Oregon.  We are grateful that he 
has “rejoined” us in Oklahoma.  In De-
cember Gail Kendrick, our accountant, 
retired and we welcomed Patricia Debow 
as our new administrative assistant and 
accountant.  We also bid farewell to Dr. 
Lynda Harriman, who served as the As-
sistant Director for Extension.  We thank 
her for her years of service, but know her 
grandkids will reap the benefits of her re-
tirement.  
 In the midst of all these transi-
tions, the Board reviewed our policies 
and procedures to ensure that day to day 
operations would continue.  We found 
there were many things that we wanted 
to fine tune in order to improve efficien-
cy and effectiveness of the Foundation.   
We hired an accounting firm to review 
our policies, procedures and operations.   
Many hours of meetings, research and 
excellent input from the Board and the 
staff produced a revised set of by-laws, 
operating, financial and investment poli-

cies and procedures.  Looking back on it 
now, these were monumental tasks that 
resulted in living products, that we have 
vowed to review periodically.  All of this 
was accomplished with the help of dedi-
cated Board members, staff and friends 
of the 4-H Foundation.  
 We are pleased to report that 
even during all of these transitions dona-
tions to the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation 
are up from the past year and are con-
fident that these will continue to grow.  
With the help of generous donors, we 
have also been able to raise the award 
amounts for many of the project scholar-
ships, so that all project scholarships are 
now $1,000.  
 I am confident and excited about 
the new faces that we have welcomed 
to the Board.  With each new dedicated 
Board member, we welcome new ideas as 
we progress to reaching our goals.  I also 
would like to give my appreciation to the 
Executive committee of the Board, who 
contributed their hard work to “weather” 
the many changes that took place.  I have 
never seen a more dedicated group of 
people who love 4-H.  
Andrea Volturo
Presidtent, Oklahoma 4-H Foundation, 
Inc.

Andrea Volturo
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Words like “friend, advocate, 
leader” can all be used to describe Dr. 
Lynda Harriman, who recently retired 
as the Assistant Director of Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service to devote 
full-time energy to being grandma and 
tourist!  For over 21 years, she served 
Oklahoma State University Cooperative 
Extension as the Assistant Director for 
Family and Consumer Science and also 
for Oklahoma 4-H for the past seven and 
one half years.

Dr. Harriman has a long history with 
4-H that spans the Midwest.  Having been 

raised in Colorado, she was no stranger 
to 4-H.  Her family often attributes her 
leadership skills and the ability to del-
egate to her early 4-H experiences. 
 Lynda’s sister, Iris Franklin shared 
this funny story about when she and 
Lynda did a 4-H demonstration at the 
district level and then at the state level. 

“I was into livestock and she really did 
not like them, but I talked her into help-
ing me with a demonstration on “Care 
of Livestock”. It was about loading 
them and building facilities so as not to 
harm the hides, tissue, etc. I wrote the 
parts and she memorized hers and when 
we had questions, she always deferred 
to me. She actually reminded me of the 
fact that she didn’t know anything about 
the issue and so would say, “Iris will 
take that question.”  I think it was her 
early experience in delegating things to 
be done. What do you think?”

 Upon graduating from Colorado 
State University with a degree in Home 
Economics Education, Dr. Harriman 
taught high school home economics but 
soon took her fi rst position in Coopera-
tive Extension as a county educator. In 
the early 1970’s, she was an instructor 
of child development at the University 
of North Dakota, then relocated to the 
University of Illinois where she earned 

a Master’s of Science in Child Develop-
ment and Family Relations and a PhD 
in Vocational and Technical Education 
with a specialization in Teacher Educa-
tion.  
 Dr. Harriman came to Oklahoma 
State University in 1984 as an Associ-
ate Professor to serve as Associate Dean 
for the College of Human Environmen-
tal Sciences and Assistant Director of 
Oklahoma State University Cooperative 
Extension Service. 
 Harriman accomplished much in 
her time at OSU, through her emphasis 
on the development of impact program-
ming and the formation of communica-
tion groups and impact teams in both 
FCS and 4-H.  Her passion for volun-
teer programs helped to strengthen the 
volunteer certifi cation and club man-
agement systems within the Oklahoma 
4-H program. Under the guidance of Dr. 
Harriman, Oklahoma 4-H nurtured the 
development of new programs in sci-
ence and technology and shooting sports 
for 4-H youth.  These new opportunities 
continue to aid in the growth and devel-
opment of Oklahoma youth.
 Oklahoma 4-H would like to thank 
Dr. Harriman for her years of dedica-
tion, hard work and support. To make a 
donation in honor of Dr. Lynda Harri-
man please contact the Oklahoma 4-H 
Foundation.

Harriman 
Bids 

Farewell to 
Oklahoma 4-H
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If everyone has a trademark, then Mr. 
Ray Parker’s trademark is his knack for 
remembering details about the people he 
met over the years.  Parker touched the 
lives of thousands of Oklahoma youth 
and he remembers them all.  
 Few professionals will ever impact 
Oklahoma 4-H as much as Parker and 25 
years later, past
4-H’ers and peers speak of Parker’s out-
standing character and his influence on 
Oklahoma 4-H. 
 Parker began his professional career 
in Extension as an assistant county agent 
in 1951 and was promoted to state 4-H 
specialist serving the state 4-H office for 
25 years until retiring in 1982.  
 “Parker understood the concept of the 
4-H program and what it was designed to 
accomplish in young people, individuals 
and families.  He understood the value 
of parents, volunteers and all Extension 
staff and how their support could have 
a far reaching benefit on communities,” 
said Dr. Joe Hughes, retried Extension 
specialist.  “He was a motivator through 
his genuine concern for everyone.  He 
generated an atmosphere of individual 
importance.”
 As a state 4-H specialist, Parker was 
responsible for many successful 4-H 
Round-ups and State Congresses.  Each 
year he led Oklahoma delegates to the 
train station to catch a train headed for 
the National 4-H Congress.  
 “One of the biggest impacts Parker 
had on the Oklahoma 4-H program was 
his ability to plan and organize the State 
4-H Roundup.  He always had a special 
and impressive activity for the youth to 
do,” said Dr. Eugene “Pete” Williams, 
retired Oklahoma State 4-H Leader. 
 Parker was responsible for guiding 
state officer teams, organizing state 4-H 
camps and working in conjunction with 
state fair staff coordinating livestock ac-
tivities.
 “He was a fine example of how 
to live life. He challenged us to work 
hard but always have fun.  He chal-
lenged us to be informed of our sur-

roundings and what was happening in the 
world,” said Clayton Taylor, 1982 State 
4-H President, now  a lobbyist in Okla-
homa City. “He told us that as a leader it 
is not just what they see you do but what 
you do behind the scenes. You should not 
expect someone else to do something if 
you aren’t willing to do it.”
 Additionally, Parker developed and 
conducted broad based leisure educa-
tion laboratories focusing on recreation, 
teamwork, and cooperation.  
 “Mr. Parker was well known for his 
leadership in recreational activities.  He 
had a tremendous impact not only in 
Oklahoma but nationally.  If there was a 
district or regional workshop, Mr. Parker 
was asked to lead it,” said Williams.
 Parker designed the Personality Im-
provement Program encouraging youth 
to be aware of what they were doing, to 
know that their actions impacted others, 
and the value in being kind to others. 
 “The workbook was designed to 
show the student that it was an accumu-
lation of things over time that developed 
their personality.  He challenged students 
to realize their impact on the community 
but also themselves.  He stressed the ben-
efits associated with being involved” said 
Dr. Williams.
 Parker has won the admiration of 

thousands of 4-H members and his co-
workers.  Few people will influence 
Oklahoma 4-H or be remembered as 
fondly by 4-H’ers as Parker.  
 “Mr. Ray Parker was a tremendous 
mentor for me.  He set an exemplary 
professional example through his dedica-
tion to Extension, importance of a team 
concept and his efforts and accomplish-
ments,” said Hughes.  “He is a unique 
combination of a genuine personality and 
purpose. He was dependable and dedi-
cated to the team concept, doing more 
than his part and quality work. Everyone 
wanted to be associated with Mr. Park-
er.”
 Parker has been nominated to be-
come a member of the National 4-H Hall 
of Fame.  According to Dr. Jim Rutledge, 
Executive Director of the 4-H Founda-
tion, a new fund will be established to 
recognize the contributions of Parker and 
other retired Oklahoma state 4-H special-
ists. To make a contribution in the name 
of Mr. Ray Parker or another retired spe-
cialist, please contact the Oklahoma 4-H 
Foundation at 405.744.5394.

Mr. Ray Parker
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Mr. Ray Parker accepting a certificate of appreciation from the 1982 State 4-H 
Officer Team.



In the early 80’s, Larry Brown 
had no idea what to expect when he was 
approached by a few Pittsburgh County 
4-H’ers to discuss the benefits 4-H of-
fered to their community.  He never 
could have dreamed the impact one con-
versation would make between Oklaho-
ma 4-H and what was then Southwest-
ern Bell.
 Southwestern Bell promoted corpo-
rate citizenship and felt it had an obli-
gation to improve the quality of life of 
the community and to provide events 
and services that would have a positive 
impact. As the manager of the McAli-
ster location, it was Brown’s responsi-
bility to build community relationships. 
At the time, Southwestern Bell’s budget 
provided limited funds to support com-
munity organizations with the majority 
of support coming from the United Way.  
That would all change when he was ap-
proached by a few Pittsburgh County 
4-H’ers. 
 “Until I was approached by youth 

who would now be labeled ambassa-
dors, our 4-H involvement was limited.  
It was easy to just write a check each 
year at the county premium sale,” said 
Brown.  “When the 4-H’ers left my of-
fice, I knew that 4-H was more than just 
a program about agriculture and farm-
ing.  These influential kids asked for a 
larger contribution.  They asked for us 
to be more involved than just attending 
the county fair to ‘see’ the kids.”
 Over the next 25 years, Brown’s 
involvement with Oklahoma 4-H con-
tinued to grow, leading to over $90,000 
in corporate contributions.  His personal 
commitments to the organization even-
tually lead him to serve as the president 
of the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation.  
 “4-H provides opportunities to net-
work across the state.  I would like to 
emphasize the importance of personal 
contact with your community support-
ers.  If those few 4-H’ers had not ap-
proached me that day, our corporate 
support would have been directed else-

where,” Brown said.  “The partnership 
formed because those students explained 
how 4-H affected them and how it al-
lowed them to go to college.”
 Brown admits Southwestern Bell 
and 4-H are a good match and satisfac-
tion still comes from meeting the 
4-Her’s. 
 “I continued the relationship with 
Oklahoma 4-H because they made me 
feel like our contribution was valued,” 
Brown said.
 Mr. Brown has been through many 
transitions with Southwestern Bell as it 
evolved into SBC and now AT&T, but 
his commitment to Oklahoma 4-H re-
mains the same.  
 “4-H teaches kids to make deci-
sions, evaluate them and look forward.  
It is a learning process.  To be a suc-
cessful professional, you need to make 
decisions, work well on a team and be 
able to communicate.  4-H Alumni have 
those skills.”

Building 
Community 
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klahoma 4-H continued its long 
tradition of sending outstanding Okla-
homa youth to the National 4-H Con-
gress in 2005. Twenty-seven Oklahoma 
4-H’ers joined more than 1200 4-H’ers 
from across America at the 2005 Na-
tional 4-H Congress, held November 
25th-30th in Atlanta, GA.  
 National 4-H Congress is often 
considered the “flagship event” of the 
4-H program. For 80 years, youth from 
the United States and its territories have 
participated in the youth leadership de-
velopment conference. Congress fo-
cuses on the needs and issues of today’s 
youth while helping to develop capable, 
competent, and caring citizens.
 The program is built upon the Co-
operative Extension system’s belief 
that young people can be significant 
partners in addressing the issues that 
face our nation. Each year a National 

National 
4-H 

Congress
Design Team, 
comprised of 
Extension edu-
cators, 4-H 
youth, and 4-H 
adult volunteers, 
selects current 
youth issues to 
be addressed at Congress. The program 
combines plenary sessions, seminars, 
discussion groups, and a service learn-
ing experience. 
 This year’s theme was “Grow-
ing into the Future” and daily topics 
included:  “Create New Friendships,” 
“Listening to Your Body,” “Creating 
Positive Change,” and “New Attitudes 
and Head, Heart, Hands, Health.”
 “National Congress is one of the 
most valuable experiences for Okla-
homa 4-H members.  In addition to the 
outstanding presentations, programs 

O

c j

Melissa Barth, Beaver 

Jerret Sanders, Caddo 

Kyle Slagell, Custer 

Megan Meek, Custer 

Shelby Latta, Ellis 

Dustin South , Lincoln 

Travis Johnson, Murray 

Cody Clovis, Muskogee 

Karolyn Bolay, Noble 

Cully Stevens, Pittsburg 

2005 
Delegates

Erin Linn Faherty, Tulsa 

Courtney Baldwin, Comanche 

Kathryn Lowry, Custer 

Allison Jones, Garfield 

Melanie Skaggs, Garfield 

Laramy Wilson, Hughes 

Gionna Jenkins, Langston

LaCara Jenkins, Langston

Jennifer Terronez , Lincoln

Katelyn Wallace, Marshall 

Chelsea Dieman, Muskogee 

Hailee McDaniel, Pittsburg 

William Maxcey, Pittsburg

Sara Jerzykowski, Pottawatomie 

Jason Blankenship, Tulsa 

Tiffany Louise Grant, Tulsa 

Dani Davidson, Washington 

and activities that were offered, partici-
pants had the opportunity to meet other 
future leaders from across the country,” 
said Tracy Branch, State 4-H Events 
and Activities Coordinator. 
 Past National Congress attendees 
often reflect on their Congress experi-
ences as some of their most cherished 
4-H experiences.  To learn more about 
the 2005 National 4-H Congress or how 
to help sponsor an Oklahoma 4-H’er for 
the 2006 National Congress please visit 
the state website at http://oklahoma4h.
okstate.edu. 
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Two more of Oklahoma’s finest 
have joined the long list of Hall of Fame 
winners. Cathleen Taylor of Pontotoc 
County and Lincoln County 4-H’er Na-
than Thompson realized their dreams 
when they were named 2005 Hall of 
Fame inductees during the 84th State 4-H 
Roundup at Oklahoma State University. 
 For Taylor, being inducted into the 
4-H Hall of Fame means she has reached 
the top of “the very best organization 
in the world.”  Taylor, who many say 
“bleeds green,” has been an active 4-H’er 
for eight years.  She is a sophomore at 
East Central University studying elemen-
tary education.  After graduation from 
high school in 2004, she was not quite 
ready to move to alumni status in the 4-H 
program.  Because she wanted to make 
the most of her 4-H experience, she was 
instrumental in organizing a collegiate 
4-H program at ECU. 
 One of the many highlights of Tay-
lor’s 4-H career was having the opportu-
nity to talk to Oklahoma senators during 
4-H Day at the Capitol.  In addition, she 
has appeared on KWTV Channel 9,  rep-
resenting Oklahoma 4-H.
 In an effort to foster and build self-
esteem in young girls, Taylor started a 
new service club for first through sixth 
grade girls. 
 “This was a real learning experi-
ence for me,” said Taylor.  “We met once 
a month and usually made a craft and 
learned a new recipe.” 
 Another of Taylor’s high points in 
her 4-H career was the implementation 
of the Pontotoc County Ambassador Pro-
gram. 

HALL 
OF 

FAME 
2005

Reaching for 
the Top

 “I wrote the guidelines and applica-
tion for the program and presented the 
Ambassador Program to the Volunteer 
Leaders’ Council, and they loved the 
idea,” she said.  “I was nervous about 
getting a good response from the kids.”  
 She should not have worried. Her 
guidelines said the program was limited 
to five ambassadors per year, and she had 
eight applicants.
 Some of her other 4-H activities 
and honors include serving as the 2005 
ECU collegiate 4-H president, the 2004 
Pontotoc County president and the 2004 
Ada High School 4-H club president.  
She has served as a delegate to National 
4-H Conference as well as National 4-H 
Congress, and was named the 2004 pub-
lic speaking record book winner.
 “I am proud of this organization that 
has taught me to be a caring and respon-
sible young adult.  4-H has given me 
skills that are serving me well today and 
will in the future,” she said.  “4-H will 

always be a huge part of who I am, how 
I got here and how I will leave my mark 
on the world.”
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 Lincoln County 4-H’er, Na-
than Thompson started his 4-H project 
work long before he was able to wear the 
green jacket.  Thompson, a 10-year-vet-
eran of the Davenport 4-H Club, devel-
oped a passion for showing dairy cattle at 
an early age.  
 “I didn’t realize it at the time, but my 
work with dairy cattle was making an ex-
traordinary impact on my life,” Thomp-
son said.
 His passion for project work went 
beyond showing at various 
fairs.  He recruited three 
fellow 4-H’ers from Lin-
coln County to form a dairy 
quiz bowl team. After a lot 
of hard work and determi-
nation, the team earned its 
place in national competi-
tion.  Although they did not 
bring home first place, they 
did finish in the Top Ten.
 Thompson was also 
instrumental in starting the 
Lincoln County Dairy Club.  He served 
six years as president of the club.  He 
further demonstrated his leadership skills 
by serving as the Northeast District state 
vice president for 2004-2005.
 “I knew when I got my state office I 
would have a great opportunity to make 
a difference in the Oklahoma 4-H pro-

gram,” he said. 
 He served as Northeast District 
president, local club president, and a 
three-year stint as a 4-H ambassador.  He 
has served as a delegate to the National 
4-H Conference, National 4-H Congress, 
Denver Western Roundup, Kansas City 
Global Conference, State Club Congress, 
and Citizenship Washington Focus.  He 
was inducted into the Lincoln County 
4-H Hall of Fame and was the 2002 re-
cord book winner in the dairy project.
 “I’ve enjoyed making a contribution 
back to 4-H through the ambassador pro-
gram,” said Thompson.  “Participating 
in events such as 4-H Day at the Capi-

tol and promoting the 
Oklahoma 4-H Alumni 
Association has allowed 
me to take a more ac-
tive role in state issues.  
Funding for our organi-
zation has also become 
a bit more personal.  I 
believe that Oklahoma’s 
future leaders should be 
top priority to the people 
representing us.”
 Thompson also played 

a vital role in bringing the Kicks4Kids 
Program to the Davenport Elementary 
School.  He said lessons and activities 
conducted were very well received, and 
with the help of local merchants and 
civic organizations, 62 pairs of tennis 
shoes were distributed to needy students 
in kindergarten through fourth grade.

 As the last chapter in a long 4-H ca-
reer ends, Thompson said he is extremely 
grateful for experiences he has had.
 “4-H has enabled me to travel across 
the country, make lasting friendships and 
invest in my future in a way I had never 
really imagined.  Had I not been a 4-H 
member, I think the next steps in my life 
would have been quite a bit harder to take.  
Thanks to my experiences, however, I am 
confident and enthusiastic about the next 
stage of my life.”

“Thanks to my 
experiences, 

I am 
enthusiastic

about the next 
stage of my life”

Nathan Thompson
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Oklahoma traces its 4-H roots back to 
Pushmataha County in 1909. We will 
celebrate our centennial from October 
2008 through the end of 2009.  This 
will be a time for reflection, renewal 
and rededication to the ideals that have 
made 4-H strong for almost 100 years.  

One of the most important things we 
will do is re-connect with our alum-
ni and friends of the past 100 years 
through a number of special alumni 
events. We’d love to invite every past 
member to come back for one of our 
special reunions.  We especially want 
to find anyone who was a district or 
state officer, an ambassador, delegate 
to National 4-H Congress, National 
4-H Conference, Citizenship Washing-
ton Focus, KC Conference or Denver 
Roundup.  However, we don’t have 
current addresses, phone numbers or 

emails for many of our alumni.  If 
you think we’ve lost track of any of 
your friends or relatives that were 
in 4-H, please let us know.  You can 
contact us by phone, email or regular 
mail.  Call 405-744-5390, email jim.
rutledge@okstate.edu or mail infor-
mation to the State 4-H Foundation, 
205 4-H Youth Development Build-
ing, Stillwater, OK  74078.

Jim Rutledge, Executive Director, 
Oklahoma 4-H Foundation

4-H Centennial in 2009



Leadership and citizenship are pri-
mary focuses of Oklahoma 4-H.  4-H has 
a long history of developing today’s youth 
and tomorrow’s leaders while encourag-
ing youth to give back to the community.  
If a program can measure its success by 
its decorated alumni, then Oklahoma 4-H 
can be proud.  In 2005, five Oklahoma 
senators and 16 state representatives 
proudly reported they were 4-H Alumni. 
 Some say leaders are born not 
developed but four Oklahoma leg-
islators disagree.  These four credit 
their 4-H experiences for prepar-
ing them for their roles as leaders.  
Representative Joe Dorman of Rush 
Springs is currently serving the 65th  
District in the Oklahoma House of Rep-
resentatives.  Rep. Dorman, the 2003 
Grady County 4-H Alumni of the Year, 
is a past winner of the National Entomol-
ogy Award, is a member of the Circle of 
Champions, and continues to be an active 
4-H volunteer leader.  
 “4-H is an opportunity that should 
be experienced by all young people who 
want to broaden their horizons, gain valu-
able experience and make some of the 
best friends of their lives,” said Dorman.  
“I would not be where I am today without 
4-H in my life.”
 Representative Ben Sherrer, from 
the 8th district, was one of eight mem-
bers of the Tiawah 4-H club. He was an 
active member from 1978 to 1986 where 
he served as both club president and vice 
president.  He was involved in beef and 
swine projects as well as the vet club and 
public speaking and was honored as the 

Yesterday’s 4-H Youth, 

1985 Rogers County 4-H Hall of Fame 
winner.
 “(The) public speaking experience 
has paid huge dividends.  Of course, the 
project work was always very rewarding 
and helped instill a good work ethic,” 
said Rep. Sherrer.  “I can’t say enough 
about the long term benefits gained from 
working on any project.  Learning to fin-
ish what you start and getting rewards for 
your hard work are the simple elements 
of life that can be learned in 4-H.”
 Senator Cal Hobson, of the 16th dis-
trict, was a member of the Wayne 
4-H club, in McClain County, from 1953 
to 1958.  He participated in swine and 
woodworking projects.  Sen. Hobson re-
calls the life-long friends gained during 
his 4-H years are some of his best memo-
ries.

 When asked about life-long skills 
learned in 4-H, he replied, “The total 
4-H experience, especially the speaking, 
reading and writing skills (were impor-
tant). 4-H gives you a chance to succeed 
and fail at an early age.”
 Representative Ryan McMullen, who 
is currently serving the 55th district, was 
a member of the Burns Flat-Dill City 4-H 
Club in Washita County for 10 years.  He 
served in many officer positions, includ-
ing state 4-H president in 1998-99, was 
a member of the National 4-H Youth Di-
rection Council in 1997-98 and a member 
of the National 4-H Leadership Team in 
1998-1999.  McMullen is still involved 
in 4-H, serving as a volunteer leader for 
the Washita County 4-H Teen Leaders. 
 “I can honestly say the 4-H program 
is the reason I am where I am today,” 

Rep. Dorman with Robert Callhoun and Amanda Brown, from his district, at the 2005 
4-H Day at the Capitol.
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Today’s Lawmakers

‘Kids Helping Kids’ Campaign

Atoka
Beaver
Bryan 
Canadian
Carter
Cherokee
Cleveland

Coal
Comanche
Custer
Ellis
Garfield
Harper
Hughes

Kay
Kingfisher
Lincoln
Love
Marshall
McCurtain
McIntosh

Murray
Noble
Nowata
Okfuskee
Okmulgee
Payne
Pittsburg

Roger Mills
Texas
Tulsa
Washita
Woodward

 For many years Oklahoma 4-H has teamed up with the Ronald McDonald House to participate in the ‘Kids Helping 
Kids’ campaign. 4-H’ers collect funds that help support the Oklahoma City Ronald McDonald House and the Oklahoma 4-H 
Youth Development Program.
 In their most recent campaign, 1,964 Oklahoma 4-H’ers participated, representing 112 different clubs. This year’s 
top individuals were Jesse Alley, Kay County; Katlin Mathis, Okmulgee County; Jessie Landoll, Comanche County and Erica 
Dunkerson of Tulsa County. The Following counties helped raise over $25,000, making this one of the most successful cam-
paigns to date:

said McMullen.  “4-H is the avenue that 
opened my eyes to leadership and public 
speaking, the two most important skills I 
use in my job as a legislator today.”
 Oklahoma 4-H continues to promote 
the programs that had such an impact on 
these Oklahoma leaders as well as imple-
menting modern youth programs.  These 
programs will help Oklahoma 4-H con-
tinue its outstanding legacy in the devel-
opment of future leaders. 
 “My greatest experience was serving 
on the Planning Committee for the Na-
tional 4-H Conference,” said McMullen.  
“The leaders I met during National 4-H 
Conference were the highest caliber lead-
ers I’d ever had a chance with which to 
work.”

Rep. McMullen speaks to 4-H’ers at the 2005 4-H Day at the Capitol.



Each day members of the 
Oklahoma 4-H Leadership Team give 
of their heads, hearts, hands and health.  
This 67 member team is comprised of 
state and district 4-H offi cers and state 
ambassadors who serve as the connec-
tion between the state 4-H offi ce and its 
membership.  This team represents the 
Oklahoma 4-H program to local 4-H 
clubs, donors and civic groups across our 
state.
 In its third year, the Leadership Team 
continues to strive and reach its goal of 
raising enough money to build one home 
for Habitat for Humanity.  Through the 
“4-H Dime Drop” project, Oklahoma 
4-H clubs are challenged by the Lead-
ership Team to collect dimes and other 
loose change.  One method of collection 
is placing containers in local businesses.  
To date $11,709 has been raised.  Their 
goal for 2006 is $8000.  Each year mem-
bers of the Leadership Team also volun-
teer their time to paint, hammer and clean 
up at Habitat sites in the OKC area.
 During the 2005 Leadership Team 
Retreat, teen volunteers demonstrated 
their support for U.S. military troops by 
participating in a project called “Hugs for 
Troops.”  Forty care packages were as-

sembled for deployed troops.  The pack-
ages included hand-written letters, toi-
letries, snacks and a “hug,” a handmade 
cooling necktie containing dehydrated 
crystals inside a fabric tube.  When im-
mersed in water the crystals expand, fi ll-
ing the tub with a gel that is cool to the 
touch.  The neckties help troops stay cool 
in the extreme summer heat.

Oklahoma
 4-H 

Leadership 
Team 
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 Following the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Katrina, the Leadership Team 
prepared kits for displaced 4-H families 
in Mississippi.  The care kits were fi lled 
with hygiene products, snacks and recre-
ational supplies.
 “The state Leadership Team affords 
our teens a new level of responsibility 
and experience,” said Karla Knoepfl i, 

state 4-H Extension 
program specialist.  
“Team members are 
given full responsi-
bility for planning, 
implementing and 
evaluating their proj-
ects.  They are en-
couraged to stretch 
outside their comfort 
zones and become 
fully engaged part-
ners in the 4-H pro-
gram.  We want them 
to embrace all aspects 
of the leadership ex-
perience so they will 
be caring, capable and 
competent adults.”Leadership team members prepare ‘hugs’, hand made 

cooling ties for U.S. troops stationed overseas.



 Oklahoma State University Colle-
giate 4-H hosted the 2005 Southern Re-
gional Collegiate 4-H Conference, “CSI:
C4-H..... Creating Student Insights.”  
Forty-one delegates, representing eight 
universities, attended the conference at 
Oklahoma State University on Novem-
ber 17-20.
 In addition to attending regional 
workshops, banquets and business 
meetings, conference participants took 
time to show continued commitment 
to citizenship and community service.  
While in Oklahoma, delegates donated 
books for children at the Oklahoma City 
Ronald McDonald House charity, pack-
aged corn for the Regional Food Bank 
of Oklahoma, toured the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial and Museum, and 
visited The Myriad Garden’s Crystal 
Bridge. 
 Collegiate 4-H clubs can be found 
on 27 university and college campuses 
in the Southern Region.  The South-
ern Region is comprised of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. 
 The Collegiate 4-H program exists 
to serve youth, enhance personal devel-
opment of its members, and function as 
a service-oriented organization bridging 
the gap between 4-H membership and 
adult volunteers.  Usually members are 
students who are 4-H alumni and want 
to continue a connection to 4-H, but any 
interested students are welcome. 

CSI: C4-H........
Creating Student Insights

The Circle of Champions is a 
donor  organization reserved for 
men and women nominated by 
the Circle Leadership Commit-
tee and 4-H Foundation Board of 
Directors. It represents an impres-
sive cross section of Oklahoma 
society, business, community lead-
ers and entrepreneurs. All hold 
a deep interest in our youth and 
their future.
 Becoming a part of the Circle of 
Champions means an annual com-
mitment of $1,000, which provides 
fi nancial support to help sustain the 
state 4-H Foundation.

Current Contributors are:

Leeland N. Alexander
Vernor & Barbara Bockelman
Bob Burke
Jack & Beverly Chapman
Larry D. Derryberry
Joe Dorman
Jim Eden, Jr.
Brian Hafner
Lynda Harriman
Rick Holder
Jerry D. Keifer
Heith & Kim Kohler
Roy Lee Lindsey, Jr.
Dr. Milton E. McDaniel

Vernon & Ronda McKown
Retta A. Miller
Jan Montgomery
Ed Oakley
Terry Peach
Jim Rutledge
Mary Sue Sanders
Gwen E. Shaw
Charles & Betty Smith
David Sorrell
Sharon Spragins
Clayton C. Taylor
Andrea M. Volturo
Dr. Nancy Hill Warden

        Circle of Champions
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Above: Collegiate 4-H’ers pack-
aging food for the Regional 
Food Bank in Oklahoma City.
Below: Collegiate 4-H’ers at Ronald 
Mc Donald House  in Oklahoma City.



2005 4-H Enrichment Grants
 Garfield County also received fund-
ing from The Hille Foundation in sup-
port of their project titled, “Dangers of 
Smoking.” The grant funded the pur-
chase of a simulated ‘smoker’s’ lung 
and healthy lung.  The visual aids dem-
onstrated the difference in color, texture 
and other problems attributed to the dan-
gers of smoking to over 750 of Garfield 
County’s youth. 
 “I certainly appreciate the opportu-
nity to present this program throughout 
Garfield County,” said Cindy Conner 
Garfield County Educator. “I sincerely 
thank the Hille Family and Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation for providing the fund-
ing for these informative and life saving 
programs.”

Oklahoma 4-H Foundation

 The Muskogee County 4-H Boot 
Camp was a one day workshop for ju-
nior 4-H members to learn basic cooking 
skills and nutrition.  Thirty-two 4-H’ers, 
ages 9-13 received hands-on experience 
fixing different recipes and cooking in 
a group.  Teen leaders were instrumen-
tal in the design and implementation of 
the program. Five teen leaders assisted 
in planning and presenting the program. 
They prepared a grocery list, shopped 
for supplies, assisted cooking groups 
then presented the program, Kitchen 
Boot Camp, to the city’s Youth Volun-
teer Corps. 
  “This program allows youth to have 
new cooking experiences, learn new 
skills, gain a better knowledge about 
proper nutrition, and have recipes they 
can prepare at home for themselves,” 
said Virginia Stanley, Extension Educa-
tor, Muskogee County. “We would not 
have been able to provide the youth with 
this type of experience without grant op-
portunities and support.”

Southwest Dairy Center 

 Many of today’s rural and urban 
youth lack an adequate understanding of 
the food science industry and a healthy 
diet. In an effort to better educate its 
youth concerning dairy and food grain 
industries, Latimer County 4-H con-
ducted its 4th Annual Dairy and Food 
Grain Science Educational Activities. 
Through the granting support of The 
Southwest Dairy Center, Latimer Coun-
ty 4-H hosted a Baking Workshop which 
discussed the importance of recipe in-
structions, necessary mixing of ingre-
dients and proper food preparation and 
safety. A field trip to Wilberton Oklaho-
ma’s Main Street Bakery reinforced the 
importance of food safety and storage. 
The bakery owner prepared cookies, 
breads and cakes for 4-H’ers to sample 
and discussed marketing strategies for 
small town bakers. 

The 4-H Enrichment Grants 
aid tremendously in the educational and 
developmental opportunities provided to 
youth across Oklahoma. Thanks to the 
Hille Family Foundation, the Oklahoma 
4-H Foundation, the Oklahoma Pork 
Council, The Samuel Roberts Noble 
Foundation, Derald Suffridge and the 
Southwest Dairy Center, over $130,000 
has been awarded since 2000. 
 This granting opportunity is avail-
able to County Extension Educators, 
4-H clubs and 4-H volunteers to support 
programs and strengthen club devel-
opment, enhance leadership develop-
ment, promote community service and 
strengthen 4-H club or project work. In 
2005 almost $20,000 was donated to 
support 46 quality educational programs 
for 4-H youth and adults such as child 
ID programs, anti-smoking workshops 
and healthy lifestyle promotion.  The 
following are just a few examples.

Hille Family Foundation
 Beaver County had the honor of 
being awarded one of the 15 enhance-
ment grants funded by The Hille Fam-
ily Foundation. The Reading Buddies 
Program, an after school activity tar-
geting youth ages 5-16, was designed 
to enhance 4-H’ers reading skills and 
increase their awareness of community 
reading resources. The program was 
held at the Beaver County Pioneer Li-
brary and funds were used to purchase 
over 40 additional books and provide 
transportation for 4-H’ers. This program 
enhanced leadership skills in 4-H mem-
bers, increased community awareness 
of Beaver County 4-H and added to the 
community reading resources in Beaver 
County. 
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Okfuskee County 4-H’ers detrain 
the Amtrak after a leadership 
training thanks by Derald Suf-
fridge



Fishy”, was a workshop designed to 
educate youth on fish and wildlife and 
the primary program was catfish farm-
ing presented by a Langston University 
professor. Other mini roundup themes 
included, “Birds, Bugs and Butterflies,” 
“Treasure Hunt” and “Almost Anything 
Goes.” Popular topics included recy-
cling, nutrition, leathercraft, entomol-
ogy, fashions & fabrics and standards of 
quality in judging. 
 Cathy James, FCS/4-H Extension 
Educator said, “A goal of our summer 
mini roundup series is to offer hands-on 
learning and leadership development.   
The 4-H Enhancement Grant makes it 
possible for our youth to grow and learn 
valuable life skills.”  

Weyerhaeuser
 McClain County is part of the 
state-wide Environmental Stewardship 
Impact Team, which focuses on topics 
related to the environment.  One aspect 

2005 4-H Enrichment Grants
Derald Suffridge Leadership

 Okfuskee County had the honor of 
being awarded a leadership grant funded 
by Derald Sufferidge. Thirty-four 4-H 
leaders, volunteers and 4-H’ers, ages 
9-55, participated in a program titled 
“On-Trac’train’ing trip.” The leadership 
training hosted by Mike Carter of Pitts-
burg County, was held on the Amtrak 
Train. Participants boarded the train in 

Oklahoma City bound for the Historic 
Stockyards in Ft. Worth, TX and attend-
ed workshops on leader certification, the 
role of the leader and the purpose of the 
4-H meeting. Once in Ft. Worth, partici-
pants toured the Coliseum, saw an old 
west gun fight, a cattle drive down Main 
Street and spent time in the local shops. 

Noble Foundation     
 

As a result of the 2005 4-H Enhance-
ment Grant, Logan County offered four 
mini roundups during June and July that 
reached over 175 4-H’ers.   Themes were 
selected and various workshops offered 
at each mini roundup to expand knowl-
edge and life skills in a variety of 4-H 
projects.  

The first mini roundup, “Somethin 
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of Environmental Stewardship is Water 
Quality.  Utilizing funds provided by a 
Weyerhaeuser funded Oklahoma 4-H 
Foundation Enhancement Grant, Mc-
Clain County purchased a Ground Water 
Flow Model.  The Model simulates ba-
sic groundwater movement and how it 
is affected by surface and injection well 
pollution.  Thus far, the model has been 
used for training 4-H adult and teen lead-
ers and for presentations at 4-H clubs. In 
spring 2006, the model will  be used at 
outdoor classrooms for area 5th graders.  
Eighteen 4-H Teen Leaders and 11 adult 
volunteers have received training on how 
the model works and how it relates to wa-
ter quality.  
 McClain County Extension Educa-
tor, Mickey Simpson, sums up the sig-
nificance of the model, “Today’s youth 
need to understand how to protect our 
water supply; groundwater is truly one of  
our buried treasures – this model helps to 
emphasize its importance.”

Logan County 4-H’ers creating 
fasions thourgh fabirc thanks to the 
Noble Foundation. 

McClain County 4-H’ers Enriomental Stewardship Team working with the 
ground water flow model thanks to funding from Weyerhaeuser..



The 7th annual Clover Clas-
sic Golf Tournament was held October 
10, 2005, at the Oak Tree Golf Club in 
Edmond. For the second year in a row,  
Dearing Sales/Rolligon was named 1st 
place team.  They beat 15 other teams 
for the grand-prize of a round of golf for 
four, including hotel accommodations, 
in Dallas, TX. 
 This year 64 golfers participated to 
make this the most successful Clover 
Classic to date, raising a record of over 
$13,000.  Funds will help support the 
Oklahoma 4-H Foundation and Okla-
homa 4-H programs. 

 Participants played a 
round of golf, followed by 
the awards presentation, 
silent auction and a lunch 
provided by the Oklaho-
ma Pork Council. Thanks 
to Gwen Shaw and other 
foundation members, door 
prizes, including gift cer-
tificates, golf merchandise, 
and green fees from courses 
throughout the state, were 
awarded. 
 Roy Lee Lindsey, Golf 
Classic chairman, said, 
“This was a wonderful op-
portunity to play a chal-
lenging round of golf that benefits the 
Oklahoma 4-H Youth Development pro-
gram.”
 Mark your calendar for the 8th An-
nual Clover Classic Golf Tournament 
on October 9th, 2006, at Oak Tree Golf 
Club in Edmond. For more informa-
tion, please call the Foundation office at 
405.744.5390.

DEARING SALES 
AND ROLLIGON 
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Back to Back Champions at 
Clover Classic Golf Tournament

1st Place Team- Dearing Sales/Rolligon. Play-
ers include: Kyle McQuaid, Rick Pendleton, 
Chuck Dearing and Blake Gibson

Top Women’s Team, Farm4Less.
com Players include: Linda Mad-
dox, Nan Dyer, Suzy Shields and 
Carolina Waggoner

For the first time a 4-H’er participated 
in the Clover Classic.  Pictured on the 
right, 14 year-old Clay Camp from Vici, 
OK. Sponsored by the Bank of  Vici and 
Iochem Corporation.
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 For one night, 4-H members, volun-
teers, and families from across Oklaho-
ma had the opportunity to learn science 
by participating in the 2006 Oklahoma 
4-H Omniplex Camp-in. The Omniplex 
is Oklahoma’s premier science museum 
and includes OmniDome Theater, avia-
tion and space artifacts, hands-on science 
exhibits, cultural galleries, and a plan-
etarium. It is home to over 350 hands-on 
exhibits and an array of educational pro-
grams designed to enlighten, entertain, 
and educate the entire family.
 “The Omniplex houses many in-
teractive learning exhibits that provide        
4-H’ers opportunities to explore and dis-
cover science concepts and applications,” 
said Jeff Sallee, 4-H state specialist.  
“Through this discovery process, youth 
experience science first-hand. They learn 
about related career fields and opportuni-
ties, all while having fun.” 
  
 

 Three hundred and ten 4-H’ers ex-
plored spectacular science exhibits, 
watched amazing scientific demonstra-
tions and, traveled to the planets and be-
yond during a planetarium show. Camp-
ers spent the night inside the Kirkpatrick 
Science & Air Museum in Oklahoma 
City, where they slept in unimaginable 
places, next to snakes, under a dinosaur, 
or next to a tornado.
 This year’s theme, “CSI: Crime 
Scene Science,” focused on aspects of fo-
rensic science and criminology.  Campers 
worked with DNA and studied different 
blood types.  They compared hair sam-
ples under a microscope and learned to 
identify matching finger and lip prints. 
 Later that night, 4-H’ers stepped 
across the crime scene tape to put their 
new skills to work.  Two boa constrictors, 
Adam and Eve, had been kidnapped, and 
it was up to the campers to use clues to 
solve the crime.  Based on the evidence 
and potential motives, campers had four 
likely suspects that fit the crime.  With 

their detective and 
scientific skills, 
4-H’ers identified the 
kidnappers, solved the 
crime, and returned 
the reptiles safely to 
their cage.
 “During the crime 
scene investigation, 
we tried to find out 
who stole the snake.  
We used microscopes 
to look at hair sam-
ples and checked 
blood types for the 
suspects,” said nine-
year-old, Jacob Sit-
ton of Payne County            
4-H. “I was not scared 
to sleep in the same 
building with the 
snake because it was 
in a cage.  I loved it!  
I can’t wait until next 
year!”

Who Stole the Snake?
4-H’ers Use Science to Solve Crimes

Jeff Sallee, State 4-H Speicalist 
and Eve, a six foot boa constrictor 
that 4-H’ers saved from “snake-
nappers”.

Cache 4-H’ers collect evidence 
against the “snakenappers” by 
collecting footprints.

4-H’er learn to collect and compare DNA evidence to 
track down the “snakenappers”.
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 Through the generous support of 
donors, the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation 
provides opportunities for 4-H members 
to pursue higher education in the form of 
scholarships.  In 2005, the Foundation 
awarded over $38,000 in scholarships to 
46 Oklahoma 4-H’ers.
 Ever since Oklahoma 4-H held its 
first State Round-up 85 years ago, over a 
million dollars in award trips and schol-
arships have been given to thousands of 
Oklahoma’s best 4-H’ers.
 Twenty-five years later, past state 
project winners are continuing to have a 
positive impact in their professions, com-
munities, and families.  In 1980, Wendy 
Mohr was awarded both the Veterinary 
Medicine and Agricultural Careers schol-
arships and went on to earn her Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine Degree from Okla-
homa State University. She was the first 
one in her family to be involved in 4-H, 
having learned about it at school from 
friends.
 She remembers her first 4-H experi-
ence at age nine, when she gave a speech 
on how to make open-faced bacon and 
cheese sandwiches. 
 “I was an introverted child.  I felt it 

was hard to speak in front of a group,”  
Dr. Mohr-Hauser said. “Being involved 
in 4-H was the greatest experience for 
me.”
 Wendy now lives in Colorado with 
her husband and their two children, ages 
10 and 8 years old, where she practices 
in an AAHA certified small animal clin-
ic.
 “4-H is wonderful in the develop-
ment of self-confidence and self-aware-
ness.  It exposed me to different life ex-
periences,” Dr. Mohr-Hauser said. 
 Cindy Beser-Wakley, state sheep 
award winner in 1980, lives in Chandler 
where she has worked for the Amateur 
Softball Association as an accountant 
for over 16 years.  Cindy’s two sons 
were active in 4-H.  They started show-
ing livestock at age nine, and her oldest 
son showed until he graduated in 2000.  
Her youngest is still enjoying 4-H dur-
ing his senior year. 
 “4-H activities get kids involved,” 
said Beser-Wakley.  “It provides a posi-
tive atmosphere, and the entire family 
can participate.  I really enjoy attending 
club meetings with my sons.”
 The Dowey family of Logan Coun-

ty, raised three daughters, all active in 4-
H.  In 1980, the youngest, Cindy Griggs, 
was the Oklahoma state beef winner and 
later became the national beef winner, 
beating out 44 other state winners. 
 Cindy and her husband live outside 
Tulsa with their two sons, Garrett, 7, and 
Carson, 5. She is president of Keystone 
Insurance Company.  Cindy credits 
4-H with teaching her responsibility and 
developing her work ethic and public 
speaking skills.   She says her standout 
memories are trips such as those to Okla-
homa State 4-H Round-up, to Kansas 
City and to National 4-H Congress.
 “Through 4-H, I met so many peo-
ple, contacts and friends. I developed life 
long friendships,” said Griggs.  “4-H is 
family orientated.  It allows families to 
do things together.  I am looking forward 
to sharing 4-H with my children.” 
 Tens of thousands of Oklahoma 
youth have been touched by Oklahoma 
4-H. 4-H continues to help develop 
4-H’ers into professionals, educators, and 
pillars of the community.  Twenty-five 
years later, these are just a few examples 
of how 4-H alumni continue to benefit 
from the skills, interests and values en-
hanced through their 4-H experiences. 

25 
Years 
Later. 
Past State 

Award 
Winners

1985 Oklahoma National 4-H Congress Delegates
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4-H military liaison. 
 “Unfortunately, when parents are 
deployed or are transferred every few 
years, it affects a child’s support system 
and daily routine. Becoming involved in 
4-H gives kids an opportunity to make 
new friends with the same interests that 
are going through similar situations.”
 There are military installations in 
five Oklahoma counties.  Oklahoma Co-
operative Extension Service educators in 
the five counties work with traditional 
4-H clubs and clubs established on 
military bases.  Thriving 4-H clubs can 
be found at the Ft. Sill Army Post, the 
McAlester Ammunition Depo and Tin-
ker, Altus and Vance Air Force bases.
 “Oklahoma 4-H is committed to 
building this program and continues to 
work to develop a lasting partnership 
with the Air Force bases and enhance the 
programs offered on all Oklahoma Mili-
tary posts,” said Dr. Charles Cox, State 
4-H Program Leader and Interim Assis-
tant Director, 4-H Youth Development. 
 “We are dedicated to developing a 
strong 4-H presence on all five military 
installations in Oklahoma and with re-
serve and National Guard families across 
the state,” said Cox.
 Ft. Sill Army Post established its 
first 4-H club in 2000. Its enrollment has 

4-H is a community of 
young people across America learning 
leadership, citizenship and life skills. The 
mission of the Oklahoma 4-H Youth De-
velopment Program is to provide youth, 
families and communities educational 
programs to inspire audiences of young 
people and adults to reach their potential.  
Today, 4-H is not bound by our nation’s 
borders. 
 Military children have the opportu-
nity “to make the best better” as members 
of 4-H clubs on military bases.   This op-
portunity was the result of a partnership 
created in 1995 between the National 4-H 
Headquarters, the U.S. Army Child and 
Youth Services, and the U.S. Air Force 
Family Member Program. The collabora-
tive effort, supported by the Cooperative 
State Research, Education and Extension 
Service (CSREES), military staff and 
volunteers, is designed to provide quality 
youth development programs for military 
families.
 “While 4-H helps youth develop 
life skills, it also offers opportunities for 
youth to meet others with similar inter-
ests and backgrounds. 4-H provides a 
base of support and familiarity for kids 
whose families are constantly on the 
move,” said Alan VanDeventer, Coman-
che County 4-H Educator and Oklahoma 

reached over 250 members. Horticul-
ture and gardening clubs were the first 
clubs established at Ft. Sill. The mem-
bers learned about plants, tilling soil, and 
harvesting fruit.  Special interest clubs 
have expanded the Ft. Sill club, reaching 
youth through participation in the Gour-
met Grub Club, the Stamping Club, and 
the Health and Science Club. 
 These clubs are not just providing 
something for kids to do after school; they 
offer a network of support and stability in 
their lives.  4-H provides a system where 
children can connect with other youth 
who are experiencing similar situations.  
They are able to meet friends and adults 
who can empathize and help them cope 
with their changing situations.
 “4-H offers a sense of familiarity. It 
is mandatory that all bases offer the same 
theme projects. A 4-H’er might be in-
volved in a project in Oklahoma and can 
continue the same project if the family is 
transferred to Texas or Germany,” said 
VanDeventer. 
“For some of these kids, it is about the 
only thing constant in their lives.  To be 
in a foreign country and be able to recog-
nize the green 4-H clover gives a child a 
sense of comfort and home.”

4-H On Base
Oklahoma 
Military 

Installations

Comanche County’s Ft. Sill Military Installation Club.



2005
4-H  Scholarship

Donors & Recipients

Advanced Achievement 
Sponsor:  William Doenges
and the Vernon & Ronda McKown Endowment 
CODY HADDOX, OKFUSKEE
KAYLA NIEMAN, POTTAWATOMIE 
 
Advanced Leadership   
Sponsor:  Mike Synar Memorial
CHLOE CROCKER, TULSA   

Harold P. & Jeanne Gibson Memorial  
Sponsor: Harold & Jeanne Gibson Endowment
BETTY EDEN, CHEROKEE 
ROBERT ROTHELL, PONTOTOC 

Larry D. Anderson Memorial 
Sponsor:  Larry D. Anderson Endowment
KARA SIMPSON, McCAIN 

Oklahoma 4-H Key Club  
Sponsor: The Harrison Family
EMMA SIKICH, PITTSBURG 

Hugo Graumann Memorial  
Sponsor:  DeEstye Richman
JONATHON KNOPFEL, GARFIELD

Modelle Pattillo Memorial 
Sponsor:  DeEstye Richman
KIRBY TEACHY, PONTOTOC

Dana Smith Memorial 
Sponsor:  Friends of 4-H
AMANDA COOKSON , CHEROKEE

Tracey Cox Memorial 
Sponsor: Friends of 4-H
ROCHELLE LANDWEHR,  GARFIELD

B.A. Pratt Memorial
Sponsor: Jean Garrett
GAYLEN MURRAY, COMANCHE

4-H Entrepreneurship  
Sponsor:  Charles & Betty Smith
NATHAN THOMPSON, LINCOLN

HCE Scholarship
Sponsor: Oklahoma Home & Community 
Education Association
JERED DAVIDSON, CADDO

Collegiate 4-H 
Sponsor: Delta Sigma Alpha 
OSU Chapter of Collegiate 4-H
JERRI IMGARTEN, NOBLE

4-H Hall of Fame     
Sponsor: Farm Credit Assoc. of Oklahoma
CATHLEEN TAYLOR, PONTOTOC
NATHAN THOMPSON, LINCOLN

State 4-H Officers
Sponsor: College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources
KIRBY TEACHY, PONTOTOC
SHAE MASQUELIER, ALFALFA 

Achievement Project  
Sponsor:  Harold & Edith Shaw Memorial
CASEY SMITH, STEPHENS 

Agricultural Project  
Sponsor:  Kunc Family Farms
SIERRA SIMPSON, ALFALFA

Beef Project 
Sponsor:  Kunc Family Farms
STACY PATTON, COMANCHE

Bread Project   
Sponsor:  Shawnee Milling Company
KATIE HOLMAN, KAY
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Child Care Project  
Sponsor: Edwin & Winona Presley Memorial 
and Knox Shingleton
KATELYN WALLACE, MARSHALL

Citizenship Project  
Sponsor: Gene & Judy McKown
TIFFANY GRANT, TULSA

Conservation of Natural Resources Project
Sponsor: Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts and 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric
TAYLOR SPRUCE, OTTAWA

Dairy Project     
Sponsor: Southwest Dairy Museum
DANA WELCH, RODGERS

Fabrics and Fashion Project 
Sponsor:  Wilma Wendt Pattillo Memorial 
and Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives
LAUREN SWENSON, CLEVELAND

Fashion Revue Project  
Sponsor: Bunny Franzmann Memorial
SARAH COOKSON, CHEROKEE

Food Science Project    
Sponsor: Edwin & Winona Presley Memorial
COURTNEY BALDWIN, COMANCHE

Health and Fitness Project 
Sponsor: Knox Shingleton
MEG McCONNELL, LINCOLN

Horse Project   
Sponsor: Shawnee Milling Company and Farm 4 Less
CLINT PEVERLY, TULSA

Horticulture and Plant Science Project   
Sponsor: Oklahoma Horticulture Society and Farm 4 Less
LARAMY WILSON, HUGHES

Leadership Project
Sponsor:  Jerry & Julie Kiefer Endowment
CHLOE CROCKER, TULSA

Oklahoma Youth Expo 
Sponsor: Oklahoma Youth Expo
AMY THOMPSON, PONTOTOC
JEREMY ROBERSON, MAYES

Performing Arts 
Sponsor: Charles & Betty Smith
ALYSSA LATTY, PITTSBURG

Photograph Project 
Sponsor: Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives
MEGAN MEEK, CUSTER
 
Public Speaking Project     
Sponsor: Quinn Family A-1 Moving & Storage Company
ALEA SHARP, PAYNE
  
Recreation and Leisure Arts Project 
Sponsor: Vernor & Barbara Bockelman
CULLY STEVENS, PITTSBURG

Safety Project   
Sponsor: Oklahoma Farm Bureau
MATTHEW TAYLOR, PONTOTOC

Sheep Project   
Sponsor: Cabaniss Club Lambs 
and Check it Out Donors
MADISON CABANISS, CUSTER 

Swine Project   
Sponsor: Oklahoma Pork Council
SARAH BROCKHAUS, CLEVELAND 

Veterinary Science  
Sponsor: Oklahoma Veterinary 
Medical Association
KAYLA SWANSON, WASHINGTON

Wildlife and Fisheries  
Sponsor: Roy V. Bardin Memorial
ROBERT ROTHELL, PONTOTOC

All Other Projects 
Family and Consumer Science 
Sponsor: Gail Maddoux
ALLISON JONES, GARFIELD

All Other Projects 
Science and Technology   
Sponsor: The OERB and OIPA
DUSTIN SOUTH, LINCOLN

All Other Projects 
Small Animals 
Sponsor: Jay & Janie Hesser Memorial 
and Cheyenne Senior 4-H Club
SUZANNE SIMPSON, McCLAIN

All Other Projects 
Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Sponsor: Gary & Becky Stone
TANDY MORRIS, ADAIR
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Revenue

Unrestricted Gifts
Events & Trips
Program Accounts
County Programs
Annual Awards & Scholarships
Associated Grants & Contracts
Endowed Awards & Scholarships
Associated Endowments
Total Revenue 

$106,596.98
$35,598.50
$77,817.69
$10,746.33
$33,295.60
$87,199.31
$61,532.82
$24,349.13

$437,136.36

2005 Revenue

24%

20%

56%

Unrestricted Gifts

Endowed Gifts

Program Support Contributions

Youth Support Contributions

24%

8%

18%
2%8%

20%

14%
6% Unrestricted Gifts

Events & Trips

Program Accounts

County Programs

Annual Awards & Scholarships

Associated Grants & Contracts

Endowed Awards & Scholarships

Associated Endowments

Total Revenue



Events & Trips
Program Expenses
County Programs
Scholarships & Awards
Grants & Contracts
Operating Expenses
Sub Total
Increase in Endowment Funds
Total Expenses

$45,343.34
$81,291.90
$10,926.49
$24,562.00
$74,470.19
$78,769.66

$315,363.58
$78,154.41

$393,517.99

2005 Expenses

Youth Support Expenses

Expenses
25%

75%

Operating Expenses

Program Support Expenses

Total Expenses

11%

19%

35%

30%

5%

Annual Awards & Scholarships

Events

Program Accounts

Associated Grants & Contracts

County Programs

Assets

Endowment Accounts
$806,643.88

Program Accounts
$245,210.47

Managed Accounts
$238,718.02

Total Assets
$1,290,572.27
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2005 DONORS: ORDER OF 
Emerald Clover
$10,000 +
Jean Garrett
Hille Family Foundation
Vernon & Ronda McKown
Oklahoma Pork Council

Diamond Clover
$5,000-$9,999
Vernor & Barbara Bockelman
Jay Hesser
Jerry & Julie Kiefer
Carl & Mary Sue Sanders
Charles & Betty Smith
The Walton Family Foundation, Inc

Platinum Clover
$2,500-$4,999
Dearing Sales/Rolligon
Murphy Brown Farms, Inc.
Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association
Oklahoma City Coop of  
 McDonald’s Owners
Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Oklahoma Farmers Union
Oklahoma Gas & Electric
Oklahoma LP Gas RM&S  
 Commission
Pontotoc County 4-H
Jim  & Kathy Rutledge

Gold Clover
$1,000-$2,499
Leeland Alexander
Bill Anderson
Bob Burke
Mark Cannady
Jack Chapman
Choctaw Nation Of Oklahoma
Larry Derryberry
William Doenges
Jim Eden
Farm Credit Services of  
 Eastern Oklahoma
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma
Farm4less.com
Joe Francis
Brian Hafner

Lynda Harriman
Ron Hesser
Rick Holder
Joe Hughes
Lori Johnson
Clifford Knight
Kunc Family Farms
Roy Lee Lindsey Jr
Gail Maddoux
Milton McDaniel
Retta Miller
Roger Moore
Oklahoma Ag Experiment Station
Ed Oakley
OERB/OIPA
Oklahoma Assn of Electric Coops
Oklahoma Beef Council
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Oklahoma Home & Community
 Education, Inc.
Oklahoma Horticulture Society
Oklahoma Publishing Company
Oklahoma Veterinary Medical Assn.
Douglas Peacock
Robert Roland
Gwen Shaw
Terry J. Shaw
David Sorrell
Southwest Dairy Center
Sharon Spragins
Stillwater National Bank
Gary & Becky Stone
Derald Sufferidge
Clayton Taylor
Terra International
The Sirloin Club of Oklahoma
Tom & Andrea Volturo
Nancy J. Warden

Silver Clover
$500-$999
ACCO Feeds
David & Patricia Auberle
Matt Barton
Blue & Gold Sausage
Dana Bock
Butch Butler
Joe Cabaniss
Joe Dorman
Sheila Forbes

John Franzmann
Emmett Harrison III
Kent & Barbara Houck
Kim Kohler
Gene McKnown
Oklahoma Amateur Quarter Horse
 Associaiton
Oklahoma Assn of Conservation  
 Districts
Oklahoma Department of Forestry
Oklahoma Peanut Commission
Ray Parker
Knox Shingleton
L.D. & Sammy Smith
Wallace Smith
Southwest District Horse Council
Dixie Thomas
Dale & Judy Tracy

Bronze Clover
$100-$499
Ag Youth
Susan Allen
Rebecca Anderson
Pam Ardern
Evelyn Baillie-Whitley
Bank of Vici
Marla Barnes
Richard Barns
Mary Barth
Sandy Bendele
Phil Berkenbile
Ann Bohanan
Teman Bowles
Tracy Branch
Mary Ann Briggs
Doyle & Selma Brooking
Larry Brooks
Jerry K. Butterbaugh
Carter County 4-H Horse Club
Kristi Chapman
Cheyenne Senior 4-H Club
Marguerite Christman
Betty M Clem
Marsha Collum
Debra Conkling
Cindy Conner
Charles Cox
Kerby Crowell
Dairy Farmers of America

Phyllis Daniels
Lester & Clara Davis
Rick DeWitt
Donald Dickey
Mary Dickson
Ann Dillon
Robert Doenges
Damon Doye
Ralph Dreessen
Nancy Dunlap
Susie Edgar
Thomas Elliff
Ann Enix
Claud & Elayne Evans
Stan Fimple
Robert Glass
Margaret Goss
Jim Hall
Carl Hamby
John Harp
Shirley Hastings
Pete & Barbara Hatfield
Robert Heidlage Jr
Cathy Herren
Home National Bank
Amy Hoyle
Iochem Corporation
Sandy Johnson
Gail Jones
Ray Paul Jones
Ronald Justice
K A M O Power
Gail Kendrick
Melinda Kinney
Karla Knoepfli
Joe Kreger
Wayne Laminack
Carol Laverty
Betty Lewis
Darlene Lewis
Floyd Allen Lipps
Gary Loeffelholz
Marcy Luter
Sarah Maass
Rick & Linda Maloney
Martindale Feed Mill
John W. Maxwell, Jr.
Wayne McConnell
Steve McKinley
Keith McLemore
Billy & Brenda Miller
Rodd Moesel
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DER OF THE CLOVER
Jan Montgomery
Janet Moore
Brett Morris
Darrell & Janie Morrow
Susan Murray
Francis Nelson
Wilma Nelson
Wm Frederick Nichols
O S U Animal Science Dept
Oakmark Apparel Marketing
Lucia O’Connor
Oklahoma Extension Association  
 of Family & Consumer Sciences
Oklahoma Ag Cooperative Council
Oklahoma Assn of Ext 4-H Agents
Oklahoma Chapter Wildlife Society
Oklahoma Grain & Feed Assn.
Oklahoma Industries Authority
Oklahoma Sheep & Wool Producers
Oklahoma State Council 
 of Quail Unltd
Beth Phillippi
Russell Pierson
David Ratcliff
Joseph Raunikar
Brian Rayment
Karen Richardson
Linda Riley
Marilyn Seagraves
Katy Selk
Ron & Debbie Sharp
Jayme Shelton
Don Sherrer
Billie Shields
Emma Sikich
Eddie Sims
Jim Sims
Derek Smithee
Jeannie Sneed
Laureen Snyder
Brad Squires
Paula Squires
Mike Steele
Stockmans Bank
Kaye Strom
Morris Strom
Valeri J. Terry
The Langston Company
The Poultry Federation
J. A. Trumbly
Mickey Vanderwork
Alan VanDeventer

Joe Ann Vermillion
Becky Walker
D.J. Walker
Emily Warner
Consuela M. Washington
Rosalyn Weston
Dennis White
Mary Zapalac

Green Clover
$25-$99
Loree Archibald 
Terry Baransy
Darlene Billman
Dan & Kristen Bomhoff
Ann Bowers
Theresa Bragg
Kim Brock
Clifford Burton
Billie Chambers
Raymond Cockrum
Miriam Colbert
Willard Collier
Colvin-Mills Agency, Inc.
Glennis Couchman
Chloe Crocker
Patricia Crocker
Dianna Dark
Jered Davidson
Shelly Davis
Krista Eckhoff
J.D. Edmonson
Jerry Edwards
Ron Elliott
Shannon Ferrell
Ellis Freeny
Garvin County Extension
John Grundmann
Johnny Hafner
George Hall
Courtney Hargis
Harry Woods
Zak Helmerich
R. Scott Holuby
Gwen Jackson
W. L. Jackson
Renate Jobst
Mary Johnson
Tony Johnson
Brent Johnson

Donna Jung
LeAnne Kenneda
Jennica Kinney
Tyler Knecht
Walter Knoepfli
Brandi Krittenbrink
Shirlee Laubach
James G. Leising
Carissa Marquis
Christina Mays
Jimmie McDonnal
Sandra McKinley
Phyllis Merritt
Craig Moore
Carol Murphy
Pam Myers
Terry Nelson
Nelson, Frazier & Sheorey, Inc
Sherry Nichols
Marylu Oaks
Okfuskee County 4-H
Keith Padgett
Esther Panko
Richard Parker
Anna Fay Parrott
Patricia Peters
John & Gaye Pfeiffer
James Pfeiffer
James Raby
Shari Roebuck
John Roush
Charles Schroeder
Katherine Schultz
Glenn & Mary Selk
Arlene Sellers
Melvin Semrad
Kathryn Smith
Kathy Standridge
Chris Stephens
Mike Stephens
Holly Stuart
Michelle Terronez
Tillman County 4-H
Clyde & Gail Topping
Diana Voight
Jessica Webster
Heather Williams
Eugene “Pete” Williams
Laramy Wilson
Beverly Winship
Pam Yuhnke

Clover Club
$24 & below
Phillip Anneler
Amber Barnes
Quinn & Sabrina Bierman
Jenny Kay Brune
Cheyene Charles
Cherokee HCE
Gerrie Cordes
Sandra Cusher
Shane Davis
Stephanie Davis
Darlene Ellyson
Eldon & Dixie Ferrell
Regan Foreman
Dolores Gilliland
Emily Gregory
James Hall
Tara Hall
Carrie Highfill
Jolynn Horn
Cathy James
Kathy James
Kyle James
Greta Sue Jones
Barbara Kirby
James Kromer
Sherry Meeks
Doris Morrison
Patsy Nichols
Ann Dee Overstreet
Ernie & Peggy Pickens
Orin Piepho
Radonna Sawatzky
Alea Sharp
Jennifer Sharp
David & Laura Sharp
Brenda Sidwell
Eddie Smith
Star Smith
Mary Jane Stanford
Janice Stokes
Cathleen Taylor
Elizabeth Taylor
Kirby Teachey
Craig Thompson
Jill Webster
Ginger Wilson
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Memorials & Honoraries
The most enduring of all memorials are those carved in the hearts and minds of mankind.  

Such sentiments are evidenced yearly as friends and family give to 4-H in 
memory and honor of a beloved friend or family member:

 Casey & Megan Cox 
– Shannon & Cara Ferrell

Fred Walta 
– Robert S. Glass

Dixie Ferrell
 – Northeast District OEA4-HA

Shannon & Cara Ferrell 
– Gwen Shaw

Gail Kendrick
 – Rosalyn Weston

Jay Hesser
– Mr. Ronald L. Hesser, Ms. Darlene Hesser 
Lewis

Vernon, Ronda, Macy & Chapman McKown 
– David Douglass

Merl & Betty Miller
– Jim &Kathy Rutledge

Mary Sue Sanders 
– Michelle Terronez, Kirby Teachey, Laura 
& David Sharp, Alea Sharp, Chloe Crocker, 
Greg, Misty & Carrie Highfill, Glenn, Mary 
& Katy Selk, Courtney Hargis, Emily Greg-
ory, Jennica Kinney, Krista Hodges-Eckhoff, 
Patricia D. Crocker, Jill Webster, Marcy A. 
Luter, Jenny K. Brune, Jennifer Sharp, Am-
ber Barnes, Paul & Gail Kendrick, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Cathleen Taylor, Wayne & Charla Ann 
McConnell, Tucker McConnell, Will McCon-
nell, Toby McConnell, Josh Grundmann, Jim 
& Kathy Rutledge, Star Smith 

Tom & Andrea Wilson
– Shannon & Cara Ferrell

Lynda Harriman 
– Jim & Kathy Rutledge, Ron Elliott

Andrea Volturo 
–Jim & Kathy Rutledge

Louis & Betty Gardner
 – Kent Gardner
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In Honor Of . . .

In Memory Of . . .

The Doyle Brooking Families
 –Doyle & Selma Brooking

Joe Hughes Fellowship 
– Russell Pierson, Joe & Lynn Hughes, Ed-
die & Ruth Sims, Raymond Cockrum, Joe B. 
Kreger,  Willaim Frederick Nichols, George 
A. Hall, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Dreessen, Joe & 
Betty Raunikar, Dennis & Marta White, Mike 
& Shirley Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Phil Berken-
bile, Richard M. Parker, James Leising, Ed 
& Barbara Smith, Donald F. Dickey, Chuck 
Schroeder, Kim Brock, Oklahoma Farm Bu-
reau, Jerry Edwards, Willard B. Collier, WM 
F. Nichols, Oklahoma Grain and Feed Assn., 
Blue & Gold Sausage Co., Chris Stephens, 
Clifford L. Knight Foundation, Oklahoma 
Cattlemen’s Assoc., The Sirloin Club of Okla-
homa, Paul Strasbaugh

Judith Earlene Faulkner
 – Brenda Sidwell

Ed Gregory 
– Johnny & DeAnn Hafner

Louise Huntley
 – Oklahoma Pork Council

Dale W. “Dick” Johnson 
– Joe Ann Vermillion

Juanita Muriel Johnson 
– Bugs Fletcher, Marilyn Nease, Pat Peters, 
Tommie Lou Hunter, 

Bob Jenni
 – Tillman County 4-H

Lahoma Justis
 – Jan Montgomery

Glen Oliver
 – Ann & Johnnie Bowers

Bernice (Strom) Pierson
 – Russell Pierson

Elsie L. Stritzke
 – Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie Bowers

Dr. William “Bill” Strom 
– Susan Murray, Mary Selk, Damona Doye, 
Jim & Kathy Rutledge, Debra Conkling, 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brooks, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 
Whitson (Dana), Ms. Denise Brooks, Mr. 
& Mrs. John Harp, Russell Pierson, Joe & 
Lynn Hughes, Ray Parker, Wallace Smith, 
Mary Sue Sanders, Eugene Williams, Billie 
Chambers, Clifford & Thelma Burton, James 
Pfeiffer, Gwen Shaw, Dixie Thomas, Rod & 
Shirley Hastings

Harry Synar 
– Jim & Kathy Rutledge

John Pfieffer
 – Charles Cox, Jim & Kathy Rutledge

Charles & Katherine Rogers 
– Theresa & Toni Bragg

Buck Clements
 – Susan Murray

Representative Mike Synar
 – Consuela Washington

David Weckler
 – Terence & Patricia Siebenmorgen, Gene & 
Helen Weckler, Gerald & Louise Bunyard, 
Mark & Laura Zohns, Cal Poly Clubs, Mi-
chael & Laurie Bunyard



Please detach this card and return it with your gift to: Oklahoma 4-H Foundation~205 4-H Youth    
  Development Bldg.~Stillwater, OK 74078

I would like to support the Oklahoma 4-H Foundation.
Enclosed is my gift in the amount of:

$50

$100

$250

$1000

OTHER $ _______

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Home County:

# of years in 4-H:

Spouse’s Name:

Payment Options

* Payable to Okla. 4-H Foundation

Check *

Visa

Mastercard

Credit Card # & Exp. Date:

Signature for Credit Card:
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