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In February several OAE4-HA members attended the JCEP
(Joint Council of Extension Professionals) meeting in Orlando.
For those who are past presidents you know that JCEP is our
national organization comprised of six extension organizations.
The groups represented are NAE4-HA, NACAA,NACDEP, ESP,
NEAFCS, and ANREP. I'm sure all you new educators have
learned by now that you have to be able to "read" acronyms to
survive in extension! While at the meeting we learned several
things that will be shared with you in a variety of ways. I'll be­
gin by sharing some of the items from the eyes of a non-techi
guy.

"Our Age of Anxiety is, in part, the result of trying to do today's
jobs with yesterday's tools," was a quote of Marshall McLuhan
that was used to express the changing times. We are in a tech­
nology age and no longer do we do whistle stops to share our re­
searched based information. We find ourselves using not only
new technology but also a new language. We heard about blogs.
This sounds like something that attacked New York City. What
is the importance of a blog? Seems you can participate in brand­
ing. Growing up we used an iron for this not a computer. Yes,
our cattle's brand told who owned it but the internet branding
creates an opportunity to share information with our clientele.
You, too, can be part of this new age by becoming a Blogger. But
you first have to have an account with Google. The Google
Documents or Google Docs allows you to create online docu­
ments and spreadsheets. As I was googling over this informa­
tion I thought the speaker started talking about something I
knew about, Star Wars. I found I was wrong when he started
talking about the uses of Wiki's and he never spoke of the 'dark
side' of the force. However, I felt somewhat in the dark as he
spoke of a website to learn about Flu Wiki and the Future of
Wiki. Who would have guessed that a Wiki could get the flu?
You can learn how Wiki and eXtension are working together by

• President
Alan Vandeventer
Comanche County OCES
611 SW CAve.
Lawton, OK 73501-4326
Office: 580-355-1176

• Secretary
Cathy James
Logan County OCES
215 Fairgrounds Rd. Suite B
Guthrie, OK 73044-4757
Office: 405-282-3331
E-mail: cathy.james@okstate.edu

• Treasurer
Tracy Branch
State 4-H
205 4·H Bldg.
Stillwater, OK 74078-6063
Office: 405-744-8891

• President-Elect
Becky Walker
Pontotoc County OCES
1700 N. Broadway, Fairgrounds
Ada, OK 74820-1406
E-mail: becky.walker@okstate.edu

• Vice President
Brenda Hill
Cleveland County OCES
601 E. Robinson
Norman, OK 73071-6674
Office: 405-321-4774
E-mail: brenda.hill@okstate.edu



Page 2

Cont. President's Message

Perspective

going to the Wikipedia. If you wish to use this technology you can use the Mediawiki which is
free and used by both eXtension and Wikipedia. But be warned that you can also get in a sticky
mess if you get in the Peanut Butter Wiki.

As we try to use the Blogs, Podcasting, and Wiki's we can certainly see that we are being lead to
disintermediation and commoditization. Yes, these terms are all part of technology. Seems
that these terms mean that through the air waves we are allowing clientele to cut out the mid­
dle man to get information and turning information into a commodity.

We learned that all of the above doesn't make a lot of since to many of the folks who are part of
the mature generation and the older members of the baby boomers. But all you X'ers and Y
generation folks understood every word of this. To my fellow older 'boomers' I can summarize
this by saying that we must engage in technology to reach our clientele. The workshop on gen­
eration differences was really good. The 4-H educators got a nice surprise to see Jim Rutledge
at the meeting. Jim conducted an interesting workshop on identifying the stages of professional
growth. We also had a visit from Pluto and Goofy!

We will be sharing useful information as time goes on. OAE4-HA members attending the con­
ference were Becky Walker, Tomas Manske, Recia Garcia, and Dirk Webb.

Committee Report Summary from January 22, 2008

Annual Conference

• Chairman Tom Manske submitted a tentative agenda, and layout of Quartz Mt. Lodge in
preparation for the May 19-21 Annual Conference. It shared that the program plans include
team building, a hayride, auction, and Wednesday luncheon awards program.

Awards and Scholarships

• Chairman Janna Kelley announced that awards and scholarships are due electronically
March 1 and the committee recommends setting up guidelines for the OEA4-HA scholar­
ships.

Budget and Finance

• Chairman Becky Walker presented the financial report with a balance as of 1/18/08 of
$12,977.99 in the checking account, $23,080.33 in the Program account and $40,000.00 in
the Managed Account. Our $4000 commitment to the Ag Association is included in the
checking account balance. The 2008 budget was included.
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Fairs and Shows
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• Chairman Charles Cox reported that 350 attended CowboyBasketball Game Day and 600
attended Cowgirl Basketball Game Day earning $1 each for Collegiate 4-H, the Foundation,
and each county attending.

Game Day

• Chairman Rick Rexwinkle reported that Lindsey Hix is now Chair-elect and had no other
business to report.

Nomination

• Chairman Kyle Worthington passed out nomination ballots requesting suggestions for the
offices of secretary, president-elect, and vice president.

Perspective

• Chairman Rebecca Anderson announced plans to have a newsletter ready by mid-March. It
will include bio's of new staff and retirees and information about volunteering for the Ag
Educators Conference.

Policy and Procedure

• Chairman Kevin Hackett reported a commitment to strengthen the coalition of all associa­
tions, continued updating of aCES policies,

Professional Improvement

• Chairman Kristy Spalding reported that the committee will continue to work with the an­
nual conference committee. They recommended that scholarship applications be due at the
same time as award applications and remind past presidents about annual commitment for
past president's scholarship to attend national meeting.

Public Relations

• Chairman Mickey Simpson reported on plans to develop a tri-fold color brochure to welcome
new educators and encouraged update on the website. Kevin Allen agreed to keep the web­
site up to date.

Special Centennial

• Becky Walker shared the winning centennial logo and slogan. Becky shared that plans are
underway for several activities during 2008 including a Centennial Road Trip workshop and
a possible history book.
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What has Dr. Harriman been up to?
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Since retiring, Lynda Harriman and her husband. Tom, moved to Vancouver. Washington. Vancou­
ver is just across the Columbia River from Portland. Oregon. The Harrimans had not planned to
leave Oklahoma. but both of their children. and more importantly their grandchildren. live in the Port­
land area. They now have four grandchildren. Charlie, 4; Will & Ava. 2; and Ally, 9 months.

The Harrimans are making new friends but certainly miss
friends in Stillwater and throughout Oklahoma. They have gotten involved in their neighborhood as­
sociation and church. In fact. Tom went on a church mission to Mexico last summer to build houses.
They have done some traveling in Colorado. California and Arizona since retiring. In addition. Tom
and Lynda are enjoying getting acquainted with the Pacific Northwest. It is a beautiful part of the
country.

Lynda says the best part of retirement is no deadlines. no ad­
ministrative meetings and no Extension budget worries.

"It is nice to fill each day with activities you choose." Lynda said.
While their grandchildren are small they have chosen to spend
much of their time with them. In fact. they care for Ally four
days a week and usually have one of the others one or two
days a week. Watching them discover and learn is truly a joy.
Lynda said.

'J' '''' " , , •. , ""'" , " '''' , '" ,., , '''''' , , ,

~. "I hope if any of you1

i find your way to the
.~ Portland, Ore-
"',

~ gonNancouver,
~ Washington area,]

"~ you will let me
J •

~ know" Lynda said.
]
..,.•• ~ ~ ~ .•• ~ ~.~. ~ ~ ~~ -""-TW' """'" ,

Last summer the Harrimans took the trip of a lifetime and spent 21 days touring China. They were
on a planned tour with a group of about 32. Jan Montgomery. former OCES District Director, and
her husband, Roy. joined them on the trip. They found China to be a country of contrasts, from rich
to poor. and developed to underdeveloped. As you know. it is experiencing tremendous economic
growth.

Lynda does miss her interaction with all of the Oklahoma 4-H and FCS educators and specialists.
She says, "You are great people who work hard but also know how to have a good time. I truly miss
seeing everyone and attending OAE4-HA. I always felt so fortunate to have the opportunity to work
with such a dedicated group." She said. twenty-two years went by quickly and she is still interested
in all of your efforts and successes.

"I hope if any of you find your way to the Portland. OregonNancouver. Washington area, you will let
me know." Lynda said. The Harriman's can be reached at 360-885-7973 and e-mail, tom-
Ivnda. harriman@msn.com




